Fr. Perozich comments —

Years ago I had a patient at a care center for physical therapy. Miss
Mamie, as she was called, was known as the town gossip; she knew
everybody’s business and so did you after meeting with her. Raised in the
Southern Baptist tradition, in spite of her reputation for regularly flouting
the 8th commandment, Miss Mamie declared to us one day, “Well, if
anyone is going to heaven, I know that I am!”

“Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine.” But am I His by my cooperation
with His grace and an awareness of His work in my salvation? Or do I
just feel I have a claim to heaven based on good things that I do or just by
acknowledging Him as Savior? Do I really understand the Incarnation
and how it has reset the world?

St. Augustine slapped me in the face today with the reminder of
what my life, and indeed everyone’s life, would be like without the
Incarnation of Jesus, the only begotten Son of God.

. “You would have suffered eternal death, had he not been
born in time. Never would you have been freed from sinful flesh,
had he not taken on himself the likeness of sinful flesh. You
would have suffered everlasting unhappiness, had it not been
Jor this mercy. You would never have returned to life, had he
not shared your death. You would have been lost if he had not
hastened to your aid. You would have perished, had he not
come.”

. man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from
heaven.
. For what greater grace could God have made to dawn on

us than to make his only Son become the son of man, so that a
son of man might in his turn become the son of God?

Saint Augustine, bishop
(Sermo 185: PL 38, 997-999)

Truth has arisen from the earth, and
justice looked down from heaven



https://youtu.be/FfVPnEhjKB4?si=FurZsPG4BdUEYMx4

Awake, mankind! For your sake God has become man.
Awake, you who sleep, rise up from the dead, and Christ will
enlighten you. I tell you again: for your sake, God became man.

You would have suffered eternal death, had he not
been born in time. Never would you have been freed
from sinful flesh, had he not taken on himself the
likeness of sinful flesh. You would have suffered
everlasting unhappiness, had it not been for this mercy.
You would never have returned to life, had he not shared
your death. You would have been lost if he had not
hastened to your aid. You would have perished, had he
not come.

Let us then joyfully celebrate the coming of our salvation and
redemption. Let us celebrate the festive day on which he who is
the great and eternal day came from the great and endless day of
eternity into our own short day of time.

He has become our justice, our sanctification, our
redemption, so that, as it is written: Let him who glories glory in
the Lord.

Truth, then, has arisen from the earth: Christ who said, I am
the Truth, was born of a virgin. And justice looked down from
heaven: because believing in this new-born child, man is justified
not by himself but by God.

Truth has arisen from the earth: because the Word was
made flesh. And justice looked down from heaven: because every
good gift and every perfect gift and every perfect gift is from
above.

Truth has arisen from the earth: flesh from Mary. And
justice looked down from heaven: for man can receive
nothing unless it has been given him from heaven.



Justified by faith, let us be at peace with God: for justice
and peace have embraced one another through our Lord Jesus
Christ: for Truth has arisen from the earth. Through whom we
have access to that grace in which we stand, and our boast is in
our hope of God's glory. He does not say: "of our glory," but of
God's glory: for justice has not proceeded from us but has looked
down from heaven. Therefore he who glories, let him glory, not
in himself, but in the Lord.

For this reason, when our Lord was born of the Virgin, the
message of the angelic voices was: Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

For how could there be peace on earth unless Truth has
arisen from the earth, that is, unless Christ, were born of our
flesh? And he is our peace who made the two into one: that we
might be men of good will, sweetly linked by the bond of unity.

Let us then rejoice in this grace, so that our glorying may
bear witness to our good conscience by which we glory, not in
ourselves, but in the Lord. That is why Scripture says: He is my
glory, the one who lifts up my head. For what greater grace
could God have made to dawn on us than to make his
only Son become the son of man, so that a son of man
might in his turn become the son of God?

Ask if this were merited; ask for its reason, for its
justification, and see whether you will find any other answer but
sheer grace.



