
Fr. Perozich comments —

	 I received this “response to a questionnaire” in an email.  The author 
expresses concern with the suppression of the celebration of the Mass and of the 
Sacraments according to the Missal of John XXIII.  I last celebrated that Mass 
publicly May 30 as the regularly scheduled Mass at a parish in the diocese of San 
Diego.  I like it as do many, even though I usually celebrate the Mass of Paul VI.

	 This post is being offered to you in response to several people who have 
asked me if they should even bother to go to the synod because they believe the 
conclusions are already written to integrate homosexuality into the church with no 
call to conversion, divorce and remarriage in holy communion, push for women in 
sacred orders, suppression of traditional worship and devotion particularly on the 
part of priests, immigration, race theory, climate theory as new evangelization 
rather than the gospel of Jesus to repent and believe the good news that is 
explicitly contained in the gospel.

	 My experience of serving on the presbyteral council before retirement was 
one of an agenda set by the bishop, multiplication of words to push toward a 
desired vote outcome, see in certain priests the ones who would make comments in 
the favor of the bishop’s proposal, and an almost unanimous vote in favor of the 
items presents with rare exceptions.

	 I believe this will repeat itself in synods.

	 My suggestion to one person was that she attend her diocese’s synod, not let 
herself be constrained by the questionnaire which defines and limits discussion to 
conform with a possible predetermined outcome, express her opinions just like 
everyone else will do, even when her concerns were “not on the menu”.

	 The leaders of groups may try to corral participants into predefined 
discussions in order to gain consensus and to push participants to the outcomes 
desired by those who designed the synod.

	 The techniques will include groupthink and gaslighting.  To prepare for 
these assaults, I recommend participants read about them in order to be prepared 
to recognize what is happening and to fight against them.  Here are two resources:

	 http://richardperozich.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/gaslight.pdf


	 http://richardperozich.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/tonerloveandsin.pdf


	 Synod participants should prepare their thoughts and expressions 
beforehand.  At the synod, they must insist on being heard, and that their comments 
be included in the group’s report to the synod organizers.

	 Personally I believe that the the German synod is the template for all the 
synods in the world.  Their proposals and conclusions will be presented in synods, 
so be prepared.


http://richardperozich.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/gaslight.pdf
http://richardperozich.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/tonerloveandsin.pdf


A traditional Catholic father’s responses to a 
Diocesan Synod questionnaire - 02-17-11


	 Everyone knows that the “Synodal Process” has 
begun, for better or (much more likely) for worse. 
Dioceses around the world are sending out 
questionnaires and setting up meetings to “listen to the 
voice of the People of God.” Quite apart from the 
ecclesiologically dubious democratic methodology and 
(even if that were not an issue) the improbability of 
receiving anything like a representative sample, savvy 
Catholics are aware that the process has been rigged 
from the start -as has occurred (let’s not forget) with all 
of the Synods under Pope Francis- to yield 
predetermined progressivist results that can then be 
fobbed off as “the will of God speaking through His 
Church.” More recently we saw that Pope Francis was 
more than willing to lie about the survey of bishops 
on Summorum Pontificum in order to find a prext for 
his extermination campaign against the Mass of the 
Ages.


	 So, it’s not surprising that most traditional 
Catholics want to have nothing to do with this Synodal 
Process. On the other hand, some traditionalists have 



recommended participating in order to bear witness to 
the truth for conscience’s sake and just in case 
somewhere among the Archons of the Process there 
might be a believing Catholic who could be positively 
influenced by such testimonies. In that spirit, I now 
share with Rorate readers the following responses 
submitted to a diocesan questionnaire by a Midwestern 
father of a large family whose boys eagerly serve at a 
local Traditional Latin Mass.


1) How do you see your specific apostolic work in 
relation to the universal call to holiness? 

	 Holy Scripture presents the universal call to 
holiness as a call to be like the all-holy God (Lev 
11:44; 1 Pet 1:16) by walking humbly with (Gen 3:8, 
Mic 6:8) or being together with God in his dwelling 
place (Psalm 27:4), the temple, which is the body of 
Christ (John 2:21). Hence, in a special way, serving at 
the altar of the Church gathered around the body of 
Christ in the sacred liturgy is an essential apostolate at 
the service of the universal call to holiness.


2) Do you view your work as being a fruitful way of 
participating in the fostering and fulfillment of our 
common call to communion and in sharing in the 
mission of the Church? 



	 Absolutely. As Jesus said, “Now is the time of 
judgment on this world; now the ruler of this world 
will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up, will 
draw all to myself” (John 12:31-32). Liberating 
people from “the ruler of this world” and bringing 
them into communion with God in Christ is what the 
reverent, beautiful, fitting, exalted, and transcendent 
celebration of the Church’s liturgy is all about. Jesus, in 
being lifted up in his sacrifice on the cross is what 
draws people to Him. The liturgy makes present again 
for people here and now the one eternal sacrifice of 
Christ on the Cross. The liturgy is the lifeblood of the 
daily work of the Church to draw all to Christ.


3) What do you expect and need from the 
broader community (i.e., parish, diocese, universal 
Church) in the way of resources and support 
(material and spiritual) to better accomplish your 
work? 

	 Thank you so much for asking. One simple way of 
helping would be to stop suspecting and 
marginalizing priests and laity devoted to the 
traditional liturgy. We are not quasi-schismatics who 
have succumbed to an anti-Vatican II “we are the real 
Church” ideology. For sure, there is criticism of 



the Novus Ordo Missae and especially its “unbearable 
distortions” as noted by Pope Francis in his letter 
accompanying Traditionis Custodes. One suggestion 
would be that this criticism of deviations in and from 
the liturgical reform could be seen as a constructive 
part of the synodal process, to which the Church's 
leaders could listen out of love rather than labelling 
and restricting out of fear. Although St. Paul begins his 
first letter to the Corinthians warning against the 
divisive spirit of “I belong to Paul, or I belong to 
Apollos” (1 Cor 1:12), he ends the same letter with the 
admonishment that in the Church’s liturgy “all things 
be done decently and in good order” (1 Cor 14:40). The 
two go together.


4) And what do you see as hindrances to the efficacy 
of that work? 

	 What a great question. Jesus was very serious 
about people who put hindrances in the way of those 
who wish to enter the kingdom of God (Matt 23:13). 
One very serious hindrance to the efficacy of the 
particular work we are discussing is that our leaders in 
Christ seem intent on sending a clear message of “You 
are tolerated but not wanted” to those of their 



priests and lay faithful attracted to the traditional 
liturgy.


	 Imagine having to explain to your son, who used to 
look forward to serving the traditional Mass weekly 
with a diocesan priest, that “the bishop and the pope no 
longer want Father to say that Mass, and they don’t 
want you to serve at that Mass, unless it’s at the one 
place where it’s allowed. For some reason it’s still okay 
(for the time being) to serve that Mass at that place, but 
nowhere else.” Or, “I tried to speak to the bishop about 
your questions, son, but he wouldn’t meet with me.” 
Or, “The best I could do was give him a letter by the 
hand of the man he appointed to meet with me, but his 
only response was to cancel Father’s weekly Mass. I’m 
sorry.”


	 This is inherently, and unnecessarily confusing 
and marginalizing. The young men who serve the 
traditional Latin Mass are definitely not feeling 
listened to by the Church on this issue. Nor do they feel 
the Church’s care for marginalized minorities, of which 
they may be currently the most minor and the most 
marginal. Nor do they understand why the joy they 
experienced during the organic growth of this liturgy 
under Pope Benedict’s Summorum Pontificum has 



suddenly been deemed an evil in the Church that must 
be quarantined to only one location.


5) How do you think we might better attract and 
serve the poor and marginalized, both within and 
without, our parish as this relates to your particular 
apostolate? 

	 As St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta said,


            “The poverty in the West is a different kind of 
poverty - it is not only a poverty of loneliness           but 
also of spirituality. There's a hunger for love, as there 
is a hunger for God.”


	 She pinpoints it: The best thing you can give 
anyone is God in the context of a loving community. 
Invite the poor and marginalized to share in 
greatest spiritual treasure of the Church. I have 
worked with the poor, and frequently the poor and 
marginalized do not want attention drawn to 
themselves as “poor, marginalized people” but 
rather they want to be allowed simply to be children 
of God like everyone else.


	 The reverent and sacrificial celebration of the 
Mass can be life-changing for people because it 
draws the whole community out of themselves and 



their problems and difficulties to the Cross of Jesus 
and the transcendent worship of God who loves 
them and cares for them. Plus, how we worship 
affects how we believe and act: Lex orandi, lex 
credendi, lex vivendi. If we want to save the world, we 
should start as Jesus did at the beginning of his public 
ministry, turning His Father’s house from being a 
marketplace back into being a house of prayer (John 
2:15-16).


6) Finally, if you have any questions which you 
would like to see included in this process, please do 
communicate them so that we can incorporate them 
in the parish-wide consultation. 

	 Jesus had some really good questions that could 
fruitfully apply to our times in a special way:


Of the first Pope: Do you love me? (Then feed my 
sheep; John 21:16).


Of all his disciples: If even the smallest things are 
beyond your control, why are you anxious about the 
rest? (Luke 12:26)


Another, related: Why do you call me “Lord, Lord” and 
not do what I command? (Luke 6:46)




And, the really big one: Where is your faith? (Luke 
8:25)


	 My own question, based upon these questions: 
Can we please stop it with all of the hygiene 
mandates, as if the only bad news the Church has to 
be concerned about is Covid (plus the traditional 
Latin Mass) and the only Gospel to feed her sheep 
with is the good news of vaccines, masks, and hand-
sanitizer? Please?


