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Rev. Richard L. Perozich, Pastor
pastor@ic-sandiego.org  619-295-4141 x 11

Deacon Robert H. Fitzmorris
rfitzmor@sdcatholic.org; 858 490-8332

Liz Fielder, Manager, Serra Gifts
fielder@ic-sandiego.org  619-297-3426

Connie Rodriquez, Parish Secretary
parish@ic-sandiego.org  619-295-4141 x 10

Marsha Long, Music
pictures@marshalong.com

Parish Office Hours
Monday: Noon to 4:00 pm
Tuesday-Friday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Mass Schedule
Daily Mass: Monday - Saturday at 8:00 am
First Friday Mass & Devotion: 8:00 am

Sunday Masses   
Saturday Vigil: 5:15 P.M.
Sunday: 8:30 AM, 10:00AM, 11:30 AM, 5:15 P.M.

Holy Day Masses: 8 A.M., 7:00 P.M.

Penance: For daily Mass goers 7:30 AM. For Parish on 
Saturday: 4:30 to 5:00 P.M., and by appointment

Baptisms & RCIA: By appointment only. Please email
Deacon Fitzmorris at rfitzmor@sdcatholic.org.

Weddings: By appointment only. Arrangements must be 
made at least one year in advance.  Please contact the 
office

Funerals: For arrangements, please call the parish office.

History of Immaculate Conception Parish

 It was here in Old Town that Saint Junípero Serra celebrated his First Holy Mass in California 
on July 2, 1769, near the site of the present Immaculate Conception Church, and it was on the hill 
overlooking Old Town that he planted the cross which marked the site of the Mission and the Presidio.
 
 In 1849, the first parish church was established in Old Town with the name of Immaculate 
Conception and was dedicated in 1858. It still stands and is known as the Old Adobe Chapel on Conde 
Street. The cornerstone to the present Immaculate Conception Church was laid in 1868 under the 
direction of Father Antonio Ubach. With the population swing toward the south, it was not until July 6, 
1919, that the church was dedicated by Archbishop John J. Cantwell of Los Angeles.
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MASS INTENTIONS

8 AM

8AM

8 AM
	
8 AM

8 AM

8 AM

5:15 PM
8:30 AM	
10:00 AM
11:30 AM
5:15 PM

St. Dominic
†Manuel Gonsalves
St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
†Maria Andrade
St. Lawrence
†Martin Morris
St. Clare
Thanksiving to St. Anthony
St. Jane Frances de Chantal
†Lupita Hernandez
Ss. Pontian & Hippolytus; BVM
Chris DiEdoardo, SI
†Martin Morris
Mattie Brooke, SI
†Joanne Cepeda
†William Kennedy
Kathleen Feinberg, SI

08

09

10

11

12

13

14

RP

RE

RE

RE

RE

RP

RP
RP
RE
RE
RP

PRAY FOR HEALING
Jesus we ask you to bring your peace and healing 
touch to those who are ill afraid or worried. Amen

Patricia Kennedy 
Dorothy Kleint 
Dena Mendoza
Jean Miller 
Patricia O’Grady  
Mary Jane Tiernan 
Marguerite Vorst 
Martha Zamudio
Carlos Amaya
Mike Rodriguez
Maguire Fitzpatrick
Tony Jenkins
Peter Nalwalker
Bob & RobbyWitt
Frances Garcia
Socorro Pacheco
Linda Lee
Amparo Valenzuela
Phyllis Altomare
Alicia Ambrose
Inez Cerda Bull 
Cosmo & Joan Busalacchi
Maria Casanova

Steve Stone
Mark Brandon.
Jeanne Pontius
Esther Salazar 
Joane Anderson
Yolanda Garcia
Elias Barajas
Shirley Ilog
Olivia Ingram
Grace Mulvanity
Angelica Ortega
Barbara Driscoll
Lucille Miller
Reginald Custodio
Victoria Cardenas
Dominic Castagnola
John Hobbs
Lauretta Watts
Robert Rolli
Eleanor Anderson
Marie Whitman
Pat Haase

PRAY  FOR  OUR  DEPLOYED  MILITARY
Jesus protect all who serve our country.

Sgt. Ahmed John Alexander 
Natalie Augustine 
Major Jerry Bloomquist 
Col. Mike Bodkin 
Danny Carpenter, USMC 
LTJG Joseph Colangelo, 
USN 
Cpl. Samuel James Comer 
Daniel Dinglebeck, USN 
PFC David Eley, USMC
Micah Emery 
Sgt. Christopher Escalona 
1Lt. Cortez Fabia 
Juan Carlos Galazza
SSGT. Vincent Charles 
Lucario 

Robert Clinton Long, MC2 
Sgt. Adriana Matizel 
Wendell Miculob 
LTJG Joe F. Moralez,USN 
LCPL Matthew A. Pena
Sgt. Richard Pierce
Sgt. William Paul Powers 
and Cinco 
CPL Wilson Santiago 
Alfred Tello 
Ricky Thibeault
Tony Tulloss 
PFC Travis Vliet; & 3rd 
Marine Aircraft Wing.
SCPO Desiree S. Hayes, 
USN
Gil Perez, US Navy

† PRAY  FOR  OUR  DECEASED †
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.  May they rest in peace   Amen.
Floyd Watson
Iola Torre
Emilie Graham
Angela Cordova
Ramiro Moreno
Alexander Toczko
Jeannette Toczko
José Teofilo Solorio
Ray & Betty Jackson
Denise Cooney
Joanne Mangiameli
Edna Moore
Paul Ramirez
Maude Laracy
Helen Peña
Lydia Castillo Herrera

Bertha Lockwood
Salvador Rivera
John Cervantes
Daniel Don 
Florence Messina
Arthur Wilbur Martinez
Jesse Benitez
Margaret Kelly
Martha Jane Hotchkiss
Janet Meyers
Hector Morales
Carol Raiter
Albina Farrie
Stephanie Anzelone
Fred Levine
Eleanor Maycan

Monday: Ez 1:2-28c; Ps 148:1-14; Mt 17:22-27
Tuesday: Ez 2:8 -- 3:4; Ps 119:14-131; Mt 18:1-14
Wednesday: 2 Cor 9:6-10; Ps 112:1-9; Jn 12:24-26
Thursday: Ez 12:1-12; Ps 78:56-62: Mt 18:21 -- 19:1
Friday: Ez 16:1-63; Is 12:2-6; Mt 19:3-12
Saturday: Ez 18:1-32; Ps 51:12-19; Mt 19:13-15
Sunday: Jer 38:4-10; Ps 40:2-18; Heb 12:1-4; Lk 12:49-53

PRAY THE SCRIPTURES

PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS

 08
 09
 10
 11
 12
 13
 14

Rev. Timothy Deutsch
Rev. Malcolm DeWeese
Rev. Michael Diaz
Rev. Ignatius Dibeashi
Rev. Msgr. John Dickie
Rev. Msgr. Daniel Dillabough
Rev.William Dillard

WE PRAY 

PRAY: SEMINARIANS IN THEOLOGY

Ord
Ord
Ord

1st
2nd
3rd
1st
1st
2nd
3rd

Derek Twilliger: Priestly Ordination June 24
David Exner,  Priestly Ordination June 24
Corey Tufford,  Priestly Ordination June 24 

Manuel Del Rio, St. John’s Seminary,  Camarillo
Oscar Lopez, St. John’s Seminary,  Camarillo
Nathan McWeeney, Mt. Angel Seminary, OR
Raymond Napuli, Mt. Angel Seminary, OR
Michael O’Connor, Mt. Angel Seminary, OR
Eric Tamayo, North American College, Rome
Billy Zondler,  Mt. Angel Seminary, OR

APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER

AUGUST:  Intentions of the Holy Father 
	       Universal:   That volunteers may give themselves 
generously to the service of the needy.
			       Evangelization: That setting aside our very selves 
we may learn to be neighbors to those who find 
themselves on the margins of human life and society.
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A SACRIFICE TO GOD IS A 
CONTRITE SPIRIT 

— Saint Augustine, 
bishop

	 I acknowledge my transgression, 
says David. If I admit my fault, then you 
will pardon it. Let us never assume that if 
we live good lives we will be without sin; 
our lives should be praised only when we 
continue to beg for pardon. But men are 
hopeless creatures, and the less they 
concentrate on their own sins, the more 
interested they become in the sins of 
others. They seek to criticize, not to 
correct. Unable to excuse themselves, they 
are ready to accuse others. This was not 
the way that David showed us how to pray 
and make amends to God, when he said: I 
acknowledge my transgression, and my sin 
is ever before me. He did not concentrate 
on others' sins; he turned his thoughts 
upon himself. He did not merely stroke the 
surface, but he plunged inside and went 
deep down within himself. He did not 
spare himself, and therefore was not 
impudent in asking to be spared.
	 Do you want God to be appeased? 
Learn what you are to do that God may be 
pleased with you. Consider the psalm 
again: If you wanted sacrifice, I would 
indeed have given it; in burnt offerings 
you will take no delight. Are you then to 
be without sacrifice? Are you to offer 
nothing? Will you please God without an 
offering? Consider what you read in the 
same psalm: If you wanted sacrifice, I 

would indeed have given it, in burnt 
offerings you will take no delight. But 
continue to listen, and say with David: A 
sacrifice to God is a contrite spirit; God 
does not despise a contrite and humble 
heart. Cast aside you former offerings, for 
now you have found out what you are to 
offer. In the days of your fathers, you 
would have made offerings of cattle - 
these were the sacrifices. If you wanted 
sacrifice, I would indeed have given it. 
These then, Lord, you do not want, and yet 
you do want sacrifice.
	 You will take no delight in burnt 
offerings, David says. If you will not take 
delight in burnt offerings, will you remain 
without sacrifice? Not at all. A sacrifice to 
God is a contrite spirit; God does not 
despise a contrite and humble heart.
	 You now have the offering you are 
to make. No need to examine the herd, no 
need to outfit ships and travel to the most 
remote provinces in search of incense. 
Search within your heart for what is 
pleasing to God. Your heart must be 
crushed. Are you afraid that it might perish 
so? You have the reply: Create a clean 
heart in me, O God. For a clean heart to be 
created, the unclean one must be crushed.
	 We should be displeased with 
ourselves when we commit sin, for sin is 
displeasing to God. Sinful though we are, 
let us at least be like God in this, that we 
are displeased at what displeases him. In 
some measure then you will be in 
harmony with God's will, because you 
find displeasing in yourself what is 
abhorrent to your Creator. 

FROM THE PASTOR
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   AROUND THE PARISH

2016 Baptism Schedule

August 9	 Class

August 14	 Baptism

Schedule is available on the parish 
website (ic-sandiego.org). 

Are you going to be hospitalized?

If so, be sure to register with the hospital as a 
Roman Catholic.  By doing so the Diocesan priest 
assigned to the hospital will be informed that you 
are there as a patient.  He will then make every 
effort to visit and/or bring Holy Communion to 
you.

Remember to Support Our Advertisers

Our bulletin is an important way for us to 
communicate with you.  The parish does not pay for 
the printing, saving us hundreds of dollars each 
year. The J.S. Paluch Company arranges for the 
bulletin to be supported through the generosity of 
the businesses that advertise on the back cover.  

NEW DATES:  Sept. 8-11 ...  Photo Sessions 
for Parish Directory--Parish Centennial

	 Sign up now for an individual or family 
portrait that may be included in our parish 
directory as we mark our centennial as a parish.  
Each household will receive one complimentary 
8”  x10”  photograph and a free copy of the printed 
directory.  Additional photos may be purchased. 

	 Sign up in the parish hall this weekend or 
online through parish website.

Volunteers Needed

	 If you are able to serve as host/hostess 
during the photo dates or help with sign ups, 
please email parish@ic-sandiego.org.

Ascension Catholic Church
2016 Summer Speaker Series

Continues through August 30
7:00 p.m.

Free Admission

See flyer in the bulletin board located in the hall.

20 AUGUST - DAY OF RECOLLECTION
Celebrating the Year of Mercy
Mission San Diego de Alcala

9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Mass concelebrated at 11 a.m.

More from Regina Brett, 90 years old, of the Plain 
Dealer, Cleveland, OH  

Make peace with your past so it won't screw up   the 
present.
 
It's OK to let your children see you  cry.
 
Don't compare your life to others. You have no idea what  
their journey is all about.

LETTER TO WOMEN
Church of St. Mary Magdalene invites you to attend 
an evening women’s study.  We will be taking an in-
depth look at Pope St. John Paul II’s 
groundbreaking work, Letter to Women.

Every Thursday beginning Aug. 25, 2016 – Oct.13, 
2016 from 6:30 – 8:00 PM
Where: St. Mary Magdalene Church Conference 
Rm.
Cost: $29.95 (includes shipping and handling)
To register for the study, please visit:  
https://store.endowonline.org/diane-kenney-
p3110.aspx 
For registration information: diane.kenney@att.net 
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A R O U N D  T H E  P A R I S H

AMORIS LÆTITIA
ON LOVE IN THE FAMILY

OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS

	 29. With a gaze of faith and love, grace and 
fidelity, we have contemplated the relationship between 
human families and the divine Trinity. The word of God 
tells us that the family is entrusted to a man, a woman 
and their children, so that they may become a 
communion of persons in the image of the union of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Begetting and 
raising children, for its part, mirrors God’s creative 
work. The family is called to join in daily prayer, to read 
the word of God and to share in Eucharistic communion, 
and thus to grow in love and become ever more fully a 
temple in which the Spirit dwells.

      30. Every family should look to the icon of the Holy 
Family of Nazareth. Its daily life had its share of burdens 
and even nightmares, as when they met with Herod’s 
implacable violence. This last was an experience that, 
sad to say, continues to afflict the many refugee families 
who in our day feel rejected and helpless. Like the Magi, 
our families are invited to contemplate the Child and his 
Mother, to bow down and worship him (cf. Mt 2:11). 
Like Mary, they are asked to face their family’s 
challenges with courage and serenity, in good times and 
bad, and to keep in their heart the great things which 
God has done (cf. Lk 2:19, 51). The treasury of Mary’s 
heart also contains the experiences of every family, 
which she cherishes. For this reason, she can help us 
understand the meaning of these experiences and to hear 
the message God wishes to communicate through the 
life of our families.

WELCOME TO IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION!

To register at the parish, please fill out the form below 
and drop it in the basket or call the office at 295-4141.

NAME_____________________________________

STREET__________________________________

CITY/ ZIP_________________________________

PHONE____________________________________

  Street Level of
Fr. Serra Hall
619-297-3426

Open 7 days a week
Monday - Friday 9:30 -4:00

Saturday 10:00 to 4:00
Sunday 9:30 to 3:00

Do you have a Baptism, First Communion, 
Confirmation, or Wedding to attend?  If so, consider 

visiting the Serra Gifts for that special gift.

Rosaries, religious medals,
prayer books, and religious items are

available in the gift shop.

See our online catalog at:
http://www.ic-sandiego.org/gift-shop

Gifts of Treasure
 
With gratitude for the gifts we have received, parishioners 
and visitors made a joyful return to the Lord.

July 31, 2016

Total Collection:  $5,007.52
Envelopes: $3,145.00  Plate:  $1,862.52

Total contributing households: 84  

5:15 Sat                 $ 479.73
8:30 Sun               $1512.30
10:00 Sun              $1143.00
11:30 Sun              $1014.24
5:15 Sun                $ 658.25
Mailed                  $ 200.00

EXPENSES
July 25-29, 2016

Cable/Internet                          $79.93 
Diocesan Tax                      $2,395.25
Health Insurance                $1,530.58
Music                                    $625.00
Office Supplies                        $88.71
Workers Comp                      $115.62

Total:  $4,835.09

15 AUG ... The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary   (Obligation dispensed)

	 	 Harp Meditation	 	 	 	 5:00 PM
	 	 Mass	 	 	 	   8:00 AM & 7:00 PM

 08 Aug ... I.C. Seniors Lunch & Bingo
$5 for lunch -- Bingo free

Fun starts at 11:00

http://www.ic-sandiego.org/gift-shop
http://www.ic-sandiego.org/gift-shop
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 PARISH & COMMUNITY

FROM FAMILIARIS CONSORTIO 
- Pope John Paul II 1981

ON THE ROLE  OF THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY  
IN THE MODERN WORLD 1981

 
 The Situation of the Family in the World 

Today

	 6. The situation in which the family finds 
itself presents positive and negative aspects: the 
first are a sign of the salvation of Christ operating 
in the world; the second, a sign of the refusal that 
man gives to the love of God.
	 On the one hand, in fact, there is a more 
lively awareness of personal freedom and greater 
attention to the quality of interpersonal 
relationships in marriage, to promoting the dignity 
of women, to responsible procreation, to the 
education of children. There is also an awareness 
of the need for the development of interfamily 
relationships, for reciprocal spiritual and material 
assistance, the rediscovery of the ecclesial mission 
proper to the family and its responsibility for the 
building of a more just society. On the other hand, 
however, signs are not lacking of a disturbing 
degradation of some fundamental values: a 
mistaken theoretical and practical concept of the 
independence of the spouses in relation to each 
other; serious misconceptions regarding the 
relationship of authority between parents and 
children; the concrete difficulties that the family 
itself experiences in the transmission of values; the 
growing number of divorces; the scourge of 
abortion; the ever more frequent recourse to 
sterilization; the appearance of a truly 
contraceptive mentality.

Parish Calendar

AUGUST

	 07	 Parish Directory Photos	 	 	       10:00 AM

	 09	 Baptism Class	 	 	 	 	 	  7:00 PM

	 10  Choir Practice	 	 	 	 	 	   6:00 PM

	 13  Quilting Group	 	 	 	 	         9:30 AM
	       Wedding		 	 	 	 	 	 	  2:00 PM

	 14	 Parish Breakfast	 	 	 	 	         8:30 AM
	 	 Baptisms	 	 	 	 	 	  	  2:00 PM

	 15 	 The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
	 	 Obligation dispensed
	 	 Harp Meditation	 	 	 	    	 	  5:00 PM
	 	 Mass	 	 	 	 	    8:00 AM & 7:00 PM

	 17	 Choir Practice	 	 	 	 	 	   6:00 PM

	 19	 Wedding	 	 	 	 	                2:00 PM

	 20  Quilting Group	 	 	 	 	         9:30 AM

	 24	 Choir Practice	 	 	 	 	 	   6:00 PM

JOINT DECLARATION OF POPE 
FRANCIS AND PATRIARCH KIRILL 

OF MOSCOW AND ALL RUSSIA                         
2/12/16

	 26. We deplore the hostility in Ukraine 
that has already caused many victims, inflicted 
innumerable wounds on peaceful inhabitants 
and thrown society into a deep economic and 
humanitarian crisis. We invite all the parts 
involved in the conflict to prudence, to social 
solidarity and to action aimed at constructing 
peace. We invite our Churches in Ukraine to 
work towards social harmony, to refrain from 
taking part in the confrontation, and to not 
support any further development of the 
conflict.

	 There is nothing so great as the 
Eucharist. If God had something more 
precious, He would have given it to us.

– Saint Jean-Marie Vianney

Courtyard Bricks ...
Bricks in honor or in memory of loved ones are 

available for purchase in the Gift Shop or visit the 
parish website. (See bulletin.)

SAVE THE DATE ... OCTOBER 15

What is HUMAN TRAFFICKING
what’s being done about it -- what you can do to help

Social Action Committee invites you to reserve
Saturday, October 15, 2016 - Time 9 a.m. – 11 a.m.

Mission Basilica San Diego de Alcalá

(In California Room behind Mission  in the lower 
level of the St. Francis Center)

Free event, free parking, light refreshments.
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CATHOLIC PRIESTHOOD AND PROTESTANT 
TEMPTATION

by Gerhard L. Müller

	 Vatican Council II sought to reopen a new path to 
the authentic understanding of the identity of the 
priesthood. So why in the world did there come, just after 
the Council, a crisis in its identity comparable historically 
only to the consequences of the Protestant Reformation in 
the 16th century?
	 I am thinking of the crisis in the teaching of the 
priesthood that took place during the Protestant 
Reformation, a crisis on the dogmatic level, by which the 
priest was reduced to a mere representative of the 
community, through an elimination of the essential 
difference between the ordained priesthood and the 
common one of all the faithful. And then of the existential 
and spiritual crisis that took place in the second half of the 
20th century, which in chronological terms exploded after 
Vatican Council II - but certainly not because of the 
Council - the consequences of which we are still suffering 
from today.
	 Joseph Ratzinger highlights with great acumen 
that, wherever the dogmatic foundation of the Catholic 
priesthood declines, not only does there dry up that spring 
from which one can in fact drink of a life of following after 
Christ, but there also disappears the motivation that 
introduces both a reasonable comprehension of the 
resignation of marriage for the sake of the kingdom of 
heaven (cf. Mt 19:12), and of celibacy as an eschatological 
sign of the world of God that is to come, a sign to be lived 
with the power of the Holy Spirit, in gladness and certainty.
	 If the symbolic relationship that belongs to the 
nature of the priesthood is obscured, priestly celibacy 
becomes the wreckage of a past hostile to corporeality and 
is singled out and fought as the only cause of the shortage 
of priests. Not last, there also disappears the obviousness of 
the fact that, for the magisterium and the practice of the 
Church, the sacrament of Orders must be administered only 
to men. An office conceived of in functional terms, in the 
Church, is exposed to the suspicion of legitimizing a 
dominion when instead it should be founded and limited in 
a democratic sense.
	 The crisis of the priesthood in the Western world, 
in recent decades, is also the result of a radical 
disorientation of Christian identity in the face of a 
philosophy that transfers to inside the world the deepest 
meaning and ultimate end of history and of every human 
existence, thus depriving it of the transcendent horizon and 
of the eschatological perspective.
	 Waiting for everything to come from God and 
founding all of one’s life on God, who has given us all in 
Christ: this and only this can be the logic of a choice of life 
that, in the complete donation of self, sets out on the path 
of following after Jesus, participating in his mission as 
Savior of the world, a mission that he carries out in 
suffering and in the cross, and that He unavoidably 
revealed through his Resurrection from the dead.
	 But at the root of this crisis in the priesthood there 
are also intra-ecclesial factors that must be emphasized. As 
he shows in his first statements, Joseph Ratzinger 
possesses right from the beginning a lively sensitivity in 
perceiving immediately those tremors with which the 
earthquake was announced: and this above all in the 
openness, on the part of many Catholic circles, to the 
Protestant exegesis in vogue during the 1950’s and ’60’s.
	 Often, on the Catholic side, there was no 
realization of the biased views underlying the exegesis 

unleashed by the Reformation. And so on the Catholic (and 
Orthodox) Church there fell the fury of criticism of the 
ministerial priesthood, on the presumption that this does 
not have a biblical foundation.
	 The sacramental priesthood, entirely centered on 
the Eucharistic sacrifice - as had been affirmed at the 
Council of Trent - at first glance did not seem to be 
biblically based, either from the terminological point of 
view or from that which concerns the particular 
prerogatives of the priest with respect to the laity, 
especially when it comes to the power to consecrate. The 
radical critique of worship - and with it the overcoming, 
which was the aim, of a priesthood limited to the claimed 
function of mediation - seemed to reduce the scope of 
priestly mediation in the Church.
	 The Reformation attacked the sacramental 
priesthood because, it was maintained, this would bring 
into question the unicity of the high priesthood of Christ 
(on the basis of the Letter to the Hebrews) and would 
marginalize the universal priesthood of all the faithful 
(according to 1 Pt 2:5). To this critique was added, finally, 
the modern idea of the autonomy of the subject, with the 
individualistic practice that results from it, which looks 
with suspicion upon any exercise of authority.
	 What theological vision did this unleash?
	 On the one hand it can be observed that Jesus, 
from a sociological-religious point of view, was not a priest 
with ceremonial functions and therefore - to use an 
anachronistic formulation - he was a layman.
	 On the other hand, on the basis of the fact that in 
the New Testament, for the services and ministers, no 
sacred terminology is adopted but rather designations that 
are maintained to be profane, it seemed that one could 
consider demonstrated as inadequate the transformation - 
in the early Church, starting in the 3rd century - of those 
who carried out mere “functions” within the community 
into the improper holders of a new ceremonial priesthood.
	 Joseph Ratzinger subjects to detailed critical 
examination, in its turn, the historical criticism imprinted 
on Protestant theology and does so by distinguishing 
philosophical and theological prejudices from the use of 
the historical method. In this way, he succeeds in 
demonstrating that with the accomplishments of modern 
biblical exegesis and a precise analysis of historical-
dogmatic development one can arrive in a very well-
founded way at the dogmatic statements produced above 
all at the Councils of Florence, Trent, and Vatican II.
	 That which Jesus means for the relationship of all 
men and of the whole of creation with God - therefore the 
recognition of Christ as Redeemer and universal Mediator 
of salvation, developed in the Letter to the Hebrews by 
means of the category of “High Priest”  (Archiereus) - is 
never made to depend, as a condition, on his belonging to 
the Levitical priesthood.
	 The foundation of the being and mission of Jesus 
resides instead in his coming from the Father, from that 
house and that temple in which he dwells and must be (cf. 
Lk 2:49). It is the divinity of the Word that makes Jesus, in 
the human nature that he assumed, the one true Teacher, 
Shepherd, Priest, Mediator, and Redeemer.
	 He makes participants in this consecration and 
mission of his through the call of the Twelve. From them 
arises the circle of the apostles who found the mission of 
the Church in history as a dimension essential to the 
ecclesial nature. They transmit their power to the heads and 
pastors of the universal and particular Church, who operate 
on the local and supra-local level.
	 English translation by Matthew Sherry, Ballwin, 
Missouri, U.S.A.
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