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Rev. Richard L. Perozich, Pastor
pastor@ic-sandiego.org  619-295-4141 x 11

Deacon Robert H. Fitzmorris
rfitzmor@diocese-sdiego.org; 858 490-8332

Liz Fielder, Manager, Serra Gifts
fielder@ic-sandiego.org  619-297-3426

Connie Rodriquez, Parish Secretary
parish@ic-sandiego.org  619-295-4141 x 10

Marsha Long, Music
pictures@marshalong.com

Parish Office Hours
Monday: Noon to 4:00 pm
Tuesday-Friday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Mass Schedule
Daily Mass: Monday - Saturday at 8:00 am
First Friday Mass & Devotion: 8:00 am

Sunday Masses   
Saturday Vigil: 5:15 P.M.
Sunday: 8:30 AM, 10:00AM, 11:30 AM, 5:15 P.M.

Holy Day Masses: 8 A.M., 7:00 P.M.

Penance: No Penance Jan 3-15.  Resumes on Jan 16 7:30 
am and 4:30 pm.

Baptisms & RCIA: By appointment only. Please email
Deacon Fitzmorris at rfitzmor@diocese-sdiego.org.

Weddings: By appointment only. Arrangements must be 
made at least one year in advance.  Please contact the 
office

Funerals: For arrangements, please call the parish office.

History of Immaculate Conception Parish

 It was here in Old Town that Saint Junípero Serra celebrated his First Holy  Mass in California on 
July 2, 1769near the site of the present Immaculate Conception Church, and it was on the hill overlooking 
Old Town that he planted the cross which marked the site of the Mission and the Presidio.
 
 In 1849, the first parish church was established in Old Town with the name of Immaculate 
Conception and was dedicated in 1858. It still stands and is known as the Old Adobe Chapel on Conde 
Street. The cornerstone to the present Immaculate Conception Church was laid in 1868 under the direction 
of Father Antonio Ubach. With the population swing toward the south it was not until July 6, 1919, that the 
church was dedicated by Archbishop John J. Cantwell of Los Angeles.
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MASS INTENTIONS

8 AM

8AM

8 AM

8 AM

8 AM
	
8 AM

5:15PM
8:30 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM
5:15 PM

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
†Martin Morris
St. John Neumann
Edward Ottenheimer, Jr., SI
St. André Bessette
†Joseph & Angela Wira
St. Raymond of Penyafort
Priest’s Intentions
Christmas Weekday
†Manuel Gonsalves
Christmas Weekday
†Martin Morris
People of Immaculate Conception
All Souls
†Marjorie Straussberger
†William Kennedy
†Frank Lauria

04

05

06

07

08

09

10

JB

RE

MT

MT

MT

JB

MT
RE
RE
MT
MT

PRAY FOR HEALING
Jesus we ask you to bring your peace and healing 
touch to those who are ill afraid or worried. Amen

Esther Fitch
Margaret Kelly
Patricia Kennedy 
Dorothy Kleint 
Deena Marchiano 
Dena Mendoza
Jean Miller 
Patricia O’Grady  
Mary Jane Tiernan 
Marguerite Vorst 
Marie Whitman
Martha Zamudio
Carlos Amaya
Fred Levine 
Mike Rodriguez
Lisa Becerra
Maguire Fitzpatrick
Tony Jenkins
Peter Nalwalker
Frank Garay
Frances Garcia
Socorro Pacheco
Linda Lee
Amparo Valenzuela

bob & Robby Witt
Phyllis Altomare
Alicia Ambrose
Shirley Pearson
Inez Cerda Bull
Rose McBrien
Cosmo Busalacchi
Maria Casanova
Steve Stone
Maria Esperanza Kramer
Joan Busalacchi
Georgiana Ottenheimer
Mark Brandon.
Jeanne Pontius
Esther Salazar 
Joane Anderson
Janet Meyers
Yolanda Garcia
Susan Rykowskj
Elias Barajas
Shirley Ilog
Olivia Ingram
Grace Mulvanity

PRAY  FOR  OUR  DEPLOYED  MILITARY
Jesus protect all who serve our country.

Sgt. Ahmed John Alexander 
Natalie Augustine 
Major Jerry Bloomquist 
Col. Mike Bodkin 
Danny Carpenter, USMC 
LTJG Joseph Colangelo, USN 
Cpl. Samuel James Comer 
Daniel Dinglebeck, USN PFC 
David Eley, USMC
Micah Emery 
Sgt. Christopher Escalona 
Capt. Pedro Esquivel
1Lt. Cortez Fabia 
Juan Carlos Galazza
SSGT. Vincent Charles Lucario 

Robert Clinton Long, MC2 
Sgt. Adriana Matizel 
Wendell Miculob 
LTJG Joe F. Moralez ,USN; 
LCPL Matthew A. Pena
Sgt. Richard Pierce
Sgt. William Paul Powers and 
Cinco 
CPL Wilson Santiago 
Alfred Tello 
Ricky Thibeault
Tony Tulloss 
PFC Travis Vliet; & 3rd 
Marine Aircraft Wing.
SCPO Desiree S. Hayes, USN

† PRAY  FOR  OUR  DECEASED †
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.  May they rest in peace   Amen.
William Kennedy
Joan Schmitten
Robert McMahon
David Diaz
Rodney Serrano
Concepción Garza
Richard Solís Moreno
Alvin Weaver
William Bethel
Lillian Sinclair
Olga Hritz
Imelda Hoeckelmann
Angelina Olivarez
Alice Perry
Joseph Moreno
Louie Serrano
Gustavo Sosa

Floyd Watson
Iola Torre
Emilie Graham
Angela Cordova
Ramiro Moreno
Alexander Toczko
Jeannette Toczko
José Teofilo Solorio
Ray & Betty Jackson
Denise Cooney
Joanne Mangiameli
Edna Moore
Paul Ramirez
Isabella Asaro
Maude Laracy
Helen Peña
Lydia Castillo Herrera

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22--4:6; Ps 2:7-12; Mt 4:12-25
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 11-18; Ps 72:1-13; Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19--5:4; Ps 72:1-17; Lk 4:
Friday:  1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-20; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-9; Jn 3:22-30.

PRAY THE SCRIPTURES

PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS

 04
 05
 06
 07
 08
 09
 10

Bishop Gilbert Chavez
Rev. William Mooney
Rev. Cecilio Moraga
Rev. Jorge Moreno
Rev. Alfredo Moreno
Rev. Patrick Mulcahy
Rev. Msgr. Patrick Mullarkey

W E  P R AY 

PRAY: SEMINARIANS IN THEOLOGY

1st
4th
4th
2nd
3rd
1st
1st
2nd
4th
4th
3rd

Manuel Del Rio, St. John’s Seminary,  Camarillo
David Exner,  North American College,  Rome
Brian Frice,  Mt. Angel Seminary,  OR
Oscar Lopez, St. John’s Seminary,  Camarillo
Nathan McWeeney, Mt. Angel Seminary, OR
Raymond Napuli, Mt. Angel Seminary, OR
Michael O’Connor, Mt. Angel Seminary, OR
Eric Tamayo, North American College, Rome
Corey Tufford,  North American College, Rome 
Derek Twilliger,  Mt. Angel Seminary, OR
Billy Zondler,  Mt. Angel Seminary, OR

APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER

January: Intentions of the Holy Father 
						 						Universal:    That sincere dialogue among men and 
women of different faiths may produce the fruits of peace 
	and justice.
			    Evangelization: That by means of dialogue and fraternal 
charity and with the grace of the Holy Spirit, Christians may 
overcome divisions.
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DESIRE FOR THE VISION OF GOD

—Saint Anselm, bishop

	 Insignificant man, 
escape from your everyday business for a short while, 
hide for a moment from your restless thoughts. Break off 
from your cares and troubles and be less concerned about 
your tasks and labors. Make a little time for God and rest 
a while in him.
	 Enter into your mind's inner chamber. Shut out 
everything but God and whatever helps you to seek him; 
and when you have shut the door, look for him. Speak 
now to God and say with your whole heart: I seek your 
face; your face, Lord, I desire.
	 Lord, my God, teach my heart where and how to 
seek you, where and how to find you. Lord, if you are not 
here where shall I look for you in your absence? Yet if 
you are everywhere, why do I not see you when you are 
present? But surely you dwell in "light inaccessible." And 
where is light inaccessible? How shall I approach light 
inaccessible? Or who will lead me and bring me into it 
that I may see you there? And then, by what signs and 
under what forms shall I seek you? I have never seen 
you, Lord my God; I do not know your face.
	 Lord most high, what shall this exile do, so far 
from you? What shall your servant do, tormented by love 
of you and cast so far from your face? He yearns to see 
you, and your face is too far from him. He desires to 
approach you, and your dwelling is unapproachable. he 
longs to find you, and does not know your dwelling 
place. He strives to look for you, and does not know your 
face.
	 Lord, you are my God and you are my Lord, and 
I have never seen you. You have made me and remade 
me, and you have given me all the good things I possess 
and still I do not know you. I was made in order to see 
you, and I have not yet done that for which I was made.
	 Lord, how long will it be? How long, Lord, will 
you forget us? How long will you turn your face away 
from us? When will you look upon us and hear us? 
When will you enlighten our eyes and show us your 
face? When will you give yourself back to us?
	 Look upon us, Lord, hear us and enlighten us, 
show us your very self. Restore yourself to us that it may 
go well with us whose life is so evil without you. Take 
pity on our efforts and our striving toward you, for we 
have no strength apart form you.
	 Teach me to seek you, and when I seek you show 
yourself to me, for I cannot seek you unless you teach 
me, nor can I find you unless you show yourself to me. 
Let me seek you in desiring you and desire you in 
seeking you, find you in loving you. 

THE STATEMENT OF FAITH 

— St. John Damascene, priest

	 O Lord, you led me from my father’s loins 
and formed me in my mother’s womb. You brought 
me, a naked babe, into the light of day, for nature’s 
laws always obey your commands.
	 By the blessing of the Holy Spirit, you 
prepared my creation and my existence, not because 
man willed it or flesh desired it, but by your ineffable 
grace. The birth you prepared for me was such that it 
surpassed the laws of our nature. You sent me forth 
into the light by adopting me as your son and you 
enrolled me among the children of your holy and 
spotless Church.
	 You nursed me with the spiritual milk of your 
divine utterances. You kept me alive with the solid 
food of the body of Jesus Christ, your only-begotten 
Son for our redemption. And he undertook the task 
willingly and did not shrink from it. Indeed, he 
applied himself to it as though destined for sacrifice, 
like an innocent lamb. Although he was God, he 
became man, and in his human will, became 
obedient to you, God his Father, unto death, even 
death on a cross.
	 In this way you have humbled yourself, 
Christ my God, so that you might carry me, your 
stray sheep, on your shoulders. You let me graze in 
green pastures, refreshing me with the waters of 
orthodox teaching at the hands of your shepherds. 
You pastured these shepherds, and now they in turn 
tend your chosen and special flock. Now you have 
called me, Lord, by the hand of your bishop to 
minister to your people. I do not know why you have 
done so, for you alone know that. Lord, lighten the 
heavy burden of the sins through which I have 
seriously transgressed. Purify my mind and heart. 
Like a shining lamp, lead me along the straight path. 
When I open my mouth, tell me what I should say. 
By the fiery tongue of your Spirit make my own 
tongue ready. Stay with me always and keep me in 
your sight.
	 Lead me to pastures, Lord, and graze there 
with me. Do not let my heart lean either to the right 
or to the left, but let your good Spirit guide me along 
the straight path. Whatever I do, let it be in 
accordance with your will, now until the end.
	 And you, O Church, are a most excellent 
assembly, the noble summit of perfect purity, whose 
assistance comes from God. You in whom God lives, 
receive from us an exposition of the faith that is free 
from error, to strengthen the Church, just as our 
Fathers handed it down to us.

FROM THE PASTOR
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   A R O U N D  T H E  P A R I S H
2016 Baptism Schedule

January 05  Class*
January 10  Baptism
Schedule is available on the parish 
website (ic-sandiego.org). 

*Note change to Tuesday

03 JAN ... FAMILY CATECHESIS
	 Parents and children as well as all interested adults are 
welcome to attend Family Catechesis in the bride’s room of the 
parish hall every other week. The program continues on Sunday, 
January 03 at 9:45 right after the 8:30 AM Mass.  All children 
must be accompanied by their parents at each session.

The Prayer Chain Ministry has been established in our parish. 
Our intention is to mobilize our parish community to pray for 
someone who has suddenly become ill, is going in for surgery, 
has a personal emergency or special needs they would like kept 
in prayer. Please contact Ruthe Jenkins if you are in need of 
prayers or if you are interested in being part of this powerful 
ministry on either the contact team or as part of the prayer chain. 
Email: rutheis@cox.net or phone 619-981-1424.  

G.K. Chesterton:
	 “When people stop believing in God,” 
he said, “it's not that they believe in nothing, 
it's that they believe in anything.”

2015 Donations

Letters substantiating tax-deductible donations to 
Immaculate Conception Church will be mailed out the week 
of January 25.

Letters will be mailed out to individuals or families whose 
donations totaled $250 or more for the year 2015.

Should you have any questions after receiving your letter, 
please contact Connie at the parish office, 619-295-4141, 
ext. 10.

Young Adult Ministry - Diocese of San Diego

The purpose of our ministry is to connect 18-39 year old 
Catholic Young Adults to Christ and His Church. We do this 
by offering opportunities for spiritual development, by 
hosting social events and offering ways to serve within the 
community.    Wherever you are in life: single, recently 
graduated high school or college, new to the area, married, or 
discerning the religious life, we desire to bring you to a closer 
communion with God. Come and satisfy that hunger for a 
strong spiritual awakening that stems from the need to 
discover who you are, who God is, and what His plan is for 
your life.
For more information, call 858-490-8260 or email 
mmitre@sdcatholic.org.

M a r r i a g e  E n c o u n t e r  We e k e n d s

Make a new year’s commitment to enrich your marriage. 
Attend a Marriage Encounter Weekend--A program for 
married couples to explore the sacramental dimension of 
their marriages.

For info, call Kevin and Patty Vogelsang 760-781-3352, or 
go to

http://www.wwme-sandiego.org/

16 Feb ... SAVE THE DATE ...

Father Joe's Villages, Ladies Guild, Annual Charity 
Luncheon:   "Ooh-La-La Paris"

10:45 a.m.,Sheraton Mission Valley.    
 $55 per person  

All proceeds benefit the children at Father Joe's Villages. 
For information or donations, contact Kristi at 858-453-9640 

or kristikeith@mac.com or Jane at 858-453-7016 or 
janehargrove67@gmail.com

23 JAN ... PLACEMENT TEST ...

Cathedral Catholic High School will be hosting the 
High School Placement Test on January 23rd. Check-in 
will begin at 7:30AM, and the test will take place on-
campus.  Students must complete an application in 
order to take the High School Placement Test. 
APPLICATIONS ARE STILL AVAILABLE ONLINE. 

Visit the school’s website at www.cathedralcatholic.org/
admissions for more information.

04 JAN ... I.C. SENIORS ...

Get the new year started on a positive note by renewing 
friendships and making new ones at the monthly I.C. 
Seniors luncheon meetings.  With the exception of 
holidays,  Seniors meet the first Monday of each month 
at 11:00 a.m.

Join us on Monday, January 4 in Serra Hall and enjoy a 
hot lunch, coffee & dessert for only $5 per person.
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A R O U N D  T H E  P A R I S H

SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL:
DIGNITATIS HUMANAE

MAN’S DIGNITY AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
	 ... 4. Religious communities also have the 
right not to be hindered in their public teaching and 
witness to their faith, whether by the spoken or by 
the written word. However, in spreading religious 
faith and in introducing religious practices everyone 
ought at all times to refrain from any manner of 
action which might seem to carry a hint of coercion 
or of a kind of persuasion that would be 
dishonorable or unworthy, especially when dealing 
with poor or uneducated people. Such a manner of 
action would have to be considered an abuse of 
one's right and a violation of the right of others.

	 In addition, it comes within the meaning of 
religious freedom that religious communities should 
not be prohibited from freely undertaking to show 
the special value of their doctrine in what concerns 
the organization of society and the inspiration of the 
whole of human activity. Finally, the social nature of 
man and the very nature of religion afford the 
foundation of the right of men freely to hold 
meetings and to establish educational, cultural, 
charitable and social organizations, under the 
impulse of their own religious sense.

WELCOME TO IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION!

To register at the parish, please fill out the form below 
and drop it in the basket or call the office at 295-4141.

NAME_____________________________________

STREET__________________________________

CITY/ ZIP_________________________________

PHONE____________________________________

  Street Level of
Fr. Serra Hall
619-297-3426

Open 7 days a week
Monday - Friday 9:30 -4:00

Saturday 10:00 to 4:00
Sunday 9:30 to 3:00

Serra Gifts offers a beautiful  assortment 
of religious items for  your home, 

for your family, and friends. 

Serra Gifts offers a beautiful  assortment 
of religious items for  your home, 

for your family, and friends. 

In addition to rosaries, religious medals,
prayer/novena books, the gift shop also

offers a limited number of outdoor 
items and religious music CDs.

See our online catalog at:
http://www.ic-sandiego.org/gift-shop

Gifts of Treasure
 
With gratitude for the gifts we have received parishioners 
and visitors made a joyful return to the Lord.

December 20, 2015

Total Collection:  $5,209.96
Envelopes: $3,844.10 Plate:  $1,365.86

Total contributing households: 106  

5:15 Sat               $ 388.00
8:30 Sun             $1624.34
10:00 Sun            $1345.56
11:30 Sun             $ 755.93
5:15 Sun               $ 921.13
Mailed                  $ 175.00

Due to publication deadlines, we were unable to report 
collections for the weekend of December 26-27, 2015.

EXPENSES
Dec 21-25, 2015

Music                                     $600.00

Payroll (incl. taxes)             $3164.41

Payroll Service                         $61.40

Pension (employee)               $374.04            

Total:  $4,199.85

http://www.ic-sandiego.org/gift-shop
http://www.ic-sandiego.org/gift-shop
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 P A R I S H  &  C O M M U N I T Y

FROM MISERICORDIAE VULTUS - Pope Francis

BULL OF INDICTION OF THE 
EXTRAORDINARY JUBILEE OF MERCY

FRANCIS
BISHOP OF ROME SERVANT OF THE SERVANTS 

OF GOD TO ALL WHO READ THIS LETTER, 
GRACE MERCY, AND PEACE

	 13. We want to live this Jubilee Year in light of the 
Lord’s words: Merciful like the Father. The Evangelist 
reminds us of the teaching of Jesus who says, “Be 
merciful just as your Father is merciful”  (Lk 6:36). It is a 
program of life as demanding as it is rich with joy and 
peace. Jesus’s command is directed to anyone willing to 
listen to his voice (cf. Lk 6:27). In order to be capable of 
mercy, therefore, we must first of all dispose ourselves to 
listen to the Word of God. This means rediscovering the 
value of silence in order to meditate on the Word that 
comes to us. In this way, it will be possible to contemplate 
God’s mercy and adopt it as our lifestyle.
	
	 14. The practice of pilgrimage has a special place 
in the Holy Year, because it represents the journey each of 
us makes in this life. Life itself is a pilgrimage, and the 
human being is a viator, a pilgrim traveling along the 
road, making his way to the desired destination. Similarly, 
to reach the Holy Door in Rome or in any other place in 
the world, everyone, each according to his or her ability, 
will have to make a pilgrimage. This will be a sign that 
mercy is also a goal to reach and requires dedication and 
sacrifice. May pilgrimage be an impetus to conversion: 
by crossing the threshold of the Holy Door, we will find 
the strength to embrace God’s mercy and dedicate 
ourselves to being merciful with others as the Father has 
been with us.

Parish Calendar

January

	 03	 Family Catechesis		 	 	 	 	  9:45 AM

	 04	 I.C. Seniors Luncheon		 	 	       11:00 AM

	 05	 Baptism Class	 	 	 	 	 	  7:00 PM

	 06	 Choir Practice	 	 	 	 	 	  5:30 PM

	 09	 Quilting Group	 	 	 	 	 	  9:30 AM

	 10	 Parish Breakfast	 	 	 	 	 	  9:30 AM
	 	
	 	 Baptisms	 	 	 	 	 	 	  2:00 PM

	 13	 Choir Practice	 	 	 	 	 	  5:30 PM

	 16	 Quilting Group	 	 	 	 	 	  9:30 AM

	 17	 Family Catechesis		 	 	 	 	  9:45 AM

	 18	 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
	 	 Parish Office and Serra Gifts Closed

	 20	 Choir Practice	 	 	 	 	 	  5:30 PM

	 23	 Quilting Group	 	 	 	 	 	  9:30 AM

	 24	 Building Fund Collection

	 27	  Choir Practice	 	 	 	 	 	  5:30 PM

	 30	 Quilting Group	 	 	 	 	 	  9:30 AM

	 31	 Family Catechesis		 	 	 	 	  9:45 AM

LOOKING IN THE RIGHT PLACES

	 “Appearances can be deceiving,” as the saying 
goes. As we celebrate the epiphania, the “appearing” of the 
eternal Word of God on earth, this is still true.
	 What rapturous foresight must have filled Isaiah as 
he wrote the words we hear today. How, for four hundred 
years, they must have filled the hearts of the people of 
Israel with hope for the day when God’s glory would shine 
on them. How deceived some must have felt when the 
glory of God came to them in the lowliest and humblest of 
human lives.
	 We have many expectations about how the divine 
presence will appear among us. But we can also set 
ourselves up, through these expectations, to miss the divine 
glory when it truly appears. We get caught up in looking for 
the star, forgetting that the star is not the divine sign, the babe 
is. It may take a persistent journey for us to come upon the 
true appearance of God’s glory in our lives: Jesus Christ.
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DECLINING RELIGIOUS BELIEF

—Tom Purcell

	 Americans, particularly millennials, 
are becoming less religious these days.
	 That's among the findings of a recent 
Pew survey, which determined that “the 
percentages who say they believe in God, 
pray daily and regularly go to church or 
other religious services have declined 
modestly in recent years.”
	 It's true that the majority of American 
adults — roughly three quarters — still 
claim a religion and are, more devout than 
they were a few years ago, finds Pew.
	 But there is a growing minority of 
American adults, mostly younger adults, who 
say they don't belong to any organized faith.
	 “Altogether, the religiously unaffiliated 
(also called the ‘nones') now account for 23 
percent of the adult population, up from 16 
percent in 2007,” reports Pew.
	 I'm glad I am not one of the nones. My 
parents made Catholic faith an important part 
of my upbringing.
	 Though I am far from the best 
Catholic, I still attend Mass and it still fills 
me with a calm and sense of meaning that I 
can't find anywhere else.
It is the place I go when new children are 
brought into my family and baptized. As a 
boy, I experienced the sacrament of Holy 
Communion and Confirmation — big events 
as we passed through important stages in our 
lives.
	 Christmas was special every year. At 
St. Germaine School, we'd put up 
decorations, sell items to raise money for the 
needy, attend Mass and practice for 
Christmas concerts. We'd sing real Christmas 
songs, too, such as “Silent Night” and 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”
	 My sisters were married in the church 
and the ritual and ceremony — the Catholic 
Mass, the music, the incense, the wine — 
gave their union greater meaning. When my 
parents and sisters married, they really did 

believe that they became “one flesh” with 
their spouses.
	 The church has comforted us through 
dark times. It is always tragic to lose loved 
ones, but the funeral rite consoles us and 
reaffirms our belief that the death of the 
body is not the end, but the beginning of 
everlasting life — particularly when my 
second cousin, Father Robert Miller, delivers 
his wonderful eulogies.
	 And when I attended Mass in 
Washington, D.C., the Sunday after the 9/11 
attacks, St. Joseph's was packed beyond 
capacity as people sought comfort in the face 
of evil.
	 To be sure, my church is far from 
perfect — what some priests did to children 
is terrible and a huge blight that hangs over 
us still. But as I get older, and my flaws 
become more apparent, I want to go to 
church more. And I see that it is good for our 
republic, too.
	 The church promotes values that are 
good to have in a representative republic: 
prudence, temperance, courage and justice. It 
teaches us to avoid excessive pride, envy, 
gluttony, lust, anger, greed and sloth. These 
are the seven deadly sins — activities I 
usually save for the weekend!
	 Certainly there are people who have no 
faith who are fine, moral people and there are 
people who go to church who are immoral, 
but I am glad I belong to a religion that helps 
me be a better person.
	 It is better to be hot or cold than 
lukewarm, says the New Testament. Some of 
the nones, atheists and agnostics, are often 
“hot” as they actively try to seek truth. But 
the “lukewarm” nones are often wishy-
washy and that is not good for a republic.
	 As traditional religion goes to the 
wayside, “religion” won't go away. Some 
will simply practice it in new forms: leftism, 
environmentalism, etc.
	 But don’t ask me, ask the great 
philosopher G.K. Chesterton:
	 “When people stop believing in God,” 
he said, “it's not that they believe in nothing, 
it's that they believe in anything.”
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