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Rev. Richard L. Perozich, Pastor
pastor@ic-sandiego.org  619-295-4141 x 11

Deacon Robert H. Fitzmorris
rfitzmor@diocese-sdiego.org; 858 490-8332

Liz Fielder, Manager, Serra Gifts
fielder@ic-sandiego.org  619-297-3426

Connie Rodriquez, Parish Secretary
parish@ic-sandiego.org  619-295-4141 x 10

Marsha Long, Music
pictures@marshalong.com

Parish Office Hours
Monday: Noon to 4:00 pm
Tuesday-Friday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Mass Schedule
Daily Mass: Monday - Saturday at 8:00 am
First Friday Mass & Devotion: 8:00 am

Sunday Masses   
Saturday Vigil: 5:15 P.M.
Sunday: 8:30 AM, 10:00AM, 11:30 AM, 5:15 P.M.

Holy Day Masses: 8 A.M., 7:00 P.M.

Penance: For daily Mass goers 7:30 AM For Parish on 
Saturday: 4:30 to 5:00 P.M., and by appointment

Baptisms & RCIA: By appointment only. Please email
Deacon Fitzmorris at rfitzmor@diocese-sdiego.org.

Weddings: By appointment only. Arrangements must be 
made at least one year in advance.  Please contact the 
office

Funerals: For arrangements, please call the parish office.

History of Immaculate Conception Parish

 It was here in Old Town that Saint Junípero Serra celebrated his First Holy  Mass in California on 
July 2, 1769near the site of the present Immaculate Conception Church, and it was on the hill overlooking 
Old Town that he planted the cross which marked the site of the Mission and the Presidio.
 
 In 1849, the first parish church was established in Old Town with the name of Immaculate 
Conception and was dedicated in 1858. It still stands and is known as the Old Adobe Chapel on Conde 
Street. The cornerstone to the present Immaculate Conception Church was laid in 1868 under the direction 
of Father Antonio Ubach. With the population swing toward the south it was not until July 6, 1919, that the 
church was dedicated by Archbishop John J. Cantwell of Los Angeles.
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MASS INTENTIONS

8 AM

8AM

8 AM

8 AM

8 AM
	
8 AM

5:15PM
8:30 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM
5:15 PM

The Holy Innocents
Romeo S. Lopez, SI
St. Thomas Becket
†Edna Moore
Sixth Day within Octave of the Nativity
Kaitlin Rodriquez, SI
St. Sylvester I
Erlinda Tobias, SI
Solemnity of Mary
†Edna Moore
Ss. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen
Patricia Werner, SI
†Martin Morris
†Jim Grace
†Carmen & Ted Silva
†William Kennedy
†Joseph & Margaret Werner

28

29

30

31

01

02

03

RP

RE

RP

RP

RP

RP

RP
RP
RE
RE
RP

PRAY FOR HEALING
Jesus we ask you to bring your peace and healing 
touch to those who are ill afraid or worried. Amen

Esther Fitch
Margaret Kelly
Patricia Kennedy 
Dorothy Kleint 
Deena Marchiano 
Dena Mendoza
Jean Miller 
Patricia O’Grady  
Mary Jane Tiernan 
Marguerite Vorst 
Marie Whitman
Martha Zamudio
Carlos Amaya
Fred Levine 
Mike Rodriguez
Lisa Becerra
Maguire Fitzpatrick
Tony Jenkins
Peter Nalwalker
Frank Garay
Frances Garcia
Socorro Pacheco
Linda Lee
Amparo Valenzuela

Bob & Robby Witt
Phyllis Altomare
Alicia Ambrose
Shirley Pearson
Inez Cerda Bull
Rose McBrien
Cosmo Busalacchi
Maria Casanova
Steve Stone
Maria Esperanza Kramer
Joan Busalacchi
Georgiana Ottenheimer
Mark Brandon.
Jeanne Pontius
Esther Salazar 
Joane Anderson
Janet Meyers
Yolanda Garcia
Susan Rykowskj
Elias Barajas
Shirley Ilog
Olivia Ingram
Grace Mulvanity

PRAY  FOR  OUR  DEPLOYED  MILITARY
Jesus protect all who serve our country.

Sgt. Ahmed John Alexander 
Natalie Augustine 
Major Jerry Bloomquist 
Col. Mike Bodkin 
Danny Carpenter, USMC 
LTJG Joseph Colangelo, USN 
Cpl. Samuel James Comer 
Daniel Dinglebeck, USN PFC 
David Eley, USMC
Micah Emery 
Sgt. Christopher Escalona 
Capt. Pedro Esquivel
1Lt. Cortez Fabia 
Juan Carlos Galazza
SSGT. Vincent Charles Lucario 

Robert Clinton Long, MC2 
Sgt. Adriana Matizel 
Wendell Miculob 
LTJG Joe F. Moralez ,USN; 
LCPL Matthew A. Pena
Sgt. Richard Pierce
Sgt. William Paul Powers and 
Cinco 
CPL Wilson Santiago 
Alfred Tello 
Ricky Thibeault
Tony Tulloss 
PFC Travis Vliet; & 3rd 
Marine Aircraft Wing.
SCPO Desiree S. Hayes, USN

† PRAY  FOR  OUR  DECEASED †
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.  May they rest in peace   Amen.
William Kennedy
Joan Schmitten
Robert McMahon
David Diaz
Rodney Serrano
Concepción Garza
Richard Solís Moreno
Alvin Weaver
William Bethel
Lillian Sinclair
Olga Hritz
Imelda Hoeckelmann
Angelina Olivarez
Alice Perry
Joseph Moreno
Louie Serrano
Gustavo Sosa

Floyd Watson
Iola Torre
Emilie Graham
Angela Cordova
Ramiro Moreno
Alexander Toczko
Jeannette Toczko
José Teofilo Solorio
Ray & Betty Jackson
Denise Cooney
Joanne Mangiameli
Edna Moore
Paul Ramirez
Isabella Asaro
Maude Laracy
Helen Peña
Lydia Castillo Herrera

Monday: 1 Jn 1:5--2:2; Ps 124:2-8; Mt 2:13-18
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-6; Lk 2:22-35
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-13; Jn 1:1-18
Friday:  Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:22-18; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28

PRAY THE SCRIPTURES

PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS

 28
 29
 30
 31
 01
 02
 03

Rev. Joseph Miller, SVD
Rev. Lauro Minimo
Rev. Duncan Monohan
Rev. Melchisedech Monreal
Pope Francis
Bishop Robert McElroy
Bishop Robert Brom

W E  P R AY 

PRAY: SEMINARIANS IN THEOLOGY

1st
4th
4th
2nd
3rd
1st
1st
2nd
4th
4th
3rd

Manuel Del Rio, St. John’s Seminary,  Camarillo
David Exner,  North American College,  Rome
Brian Frice,  Mt. Angel Seminary,  OR
Oscar Lopez, St. John’s Seminary,  Camarillo
Nathan McWeeney, Mt. Angel Seminary, OR
Raymond Napuli, Mt. Angel Seminary, OR
Michael O’Connor, Mt. Angel Seminary, OR
Eric Tamayo, North American College, Rome
Corey Tufford,  North American College, Rome 
Derek Twilliger,  Mt. Angel Seminary, OR
Billy Zondler,  Mt. Angel Seminary, OR

APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER

December: Intentions of the Holy Father 
						 						    Universal:  That all may experience the mercy 
of God, who never tires of forgiving.
        Evangelization: That families, especially those who 
suffer, may find in the birth of Jesus a sign of certain 
hope.
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THE HOLY FAMILY

	 In general people want 
to be associated with groups that 
are praiseworthy.  The family is a 
very praiseworthy group.  

Advertisers like to use the expression “family oriented” to 
draw in shoppers. Non Catholic ecclesial communities do the 
same to try to attract new members.  Some cultures are praised 
for “family values”.  With everyone using the word, it has lost 
its real meaning.
	 Is every group of people living together really a 
complete family?  Certainly the word family can be used by 
anyone to claim itself as family, but in our Catholic 
understanding family is a very specific and God given 
institution reflecting the Holy Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, and modeled by Joseph, Mary, and Jesus, the Holy 
Family whose feast we celebrate the Sunday after Christmas.
	 Pope John Paul II addressed this issue in 1999.  I 
present it to you today for renewed reflexion. 

ANGELUS Sunday 26 December 1999

 Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
	 1. This Sunday we are celebrating the Feast of the 
Holy Family of Nazareth, and it is very significant that this 
year it takes place the day after Christmas and the opening of 
the Great Jubilee. 
	 I would therefore like to extend my special good 
wishes to families:   a merry Christmas and a happy Jubilee 
Year to you all, families of Rome and of the entire world! The 
Jubilee that marks the 2,000th anniversary of Christ’s birth is 
yours in a particular way, because it recalls how God chose to 
enter human history through a family.
	 2. At the beginning of the Holy Year 2000, today’s 
feast gives me a favorable opportunity to appeal anew for the 
rights of the family, of life and of children which are also 
recognized by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
Indeed, in order to promote human rights, those of the family 
must be protected since it is from families that a full response 
can be made to the challenges of the present and the future.
	 The family is a community of love and life, which is 
created when a man and a woman give themselves to one 
another without reserve in marriage, open to the gift of 
children. The fundamental right to life is inherent in the human 
being from the moment of conception and is the essence of 
natural law and of the traditions of the great religions, as well 
as of the spirit of Article Three of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.
	 The union between the mother and the child 
conceived and the irreplaceable role of the father require that 
the child be welcomed into a family which, as far as possible, 
will guarantee the presence of both parents. The specific 
contribution made by each one to the family and through it, to 
society, deserves the highest esteem.
	 3. Today families need the special protection of the 
public authorities which are often subjected to pressure groups 
concerned to have passed as law what is actually the fruit of a 
selfish and subjectivist mentality.

	 “The future of humanity passes by way of the 
family” (Apostolic Exhortation, Familiaris consortio, n. 86); 
and the great family of nations is built from this small but 
fundamental cell. May God enlighten legislators, leaders, and 
every person of good will, in order to promote the effective 
protection of the rights of the family, of life and of children.
	 May we be helped in this by the Holy Family of 
Nazareth, who welcomed and helped to raise the Redeemer of 
the world.

	 This selection from THE IMITATION OF CHRIST 
helps us to live humbly before God, in our world, and properly 
form a family.

ON HUMILITY AND PEACE

	 Do not worry about who is and is not on your side: 
simply make sure that God is with you in all you do.
	 Have a clear conscience, and God will defend you. 
For if God chooses to help you, no malice can do you harm.
	 If you know how to suffer in silence, without doubt 
you will receive the help of the Lord. He knows when and how 
he will free you, so resign yourself into his care. It is for God to 
give help and give freedom from trouble.
	 For the sake of humility it is often good for others to 
know our weaknesses and tax us with them. 
	 When a man holds himself humbly because of his 
weakness, it is easy for him to please others and calm those 
who are angry with him.
God protects and frees the humble, loves and consoles them. 
He leans down to the humble, he bestows great grace on them, 
he lifts them from their lowliness into glory.
	 God calls the humble gently to him, and to them he 
reveals his secrets.
	 If a humble man is humiliated, he is happy enough 
and at peace, because his support is God and not the world.
	 Do not count yourself as having made progress until 
you feel yourself inferior to everyone.
	 A peaceable man is of more use than a learned man.
	 If you are a slave to your feelings, you will see good 
actions as bad, and you will easily believe the worst; a good 
and peaceful man will see good in everything.
	 Whoever is truly at peace is not plagued by suspicion. 
Whoever is discontented and disturbed will be blown about by 
gusts of suspicion: he cannot rest and will not let others rest 
either.
	 He often says what he should not say, and fails to do 
what it would be best to do.
	 He knows what other people ought to do, but not what 
he should be doing himself.
	 Worry about your own behavior first; you can worry 
about other people later.
	 You are good at making excuses for your own 
behavior and showing it in the best light, but you do not want 
to accept the excuses of others. It would be fairer for you to 
accuse yourself and excuse your brother.
	 If you want other people to put up with you, put up 
with them first.

FROM THE PASTOR
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   A R O U N D  T H E  P A R I S H
2016 Baptism Schedule

January 05  Class*
January 10  Baptism
Schedule is available on the parish 
website (ic-sandiego.org). 
*Note change to Tuesday

27 DEC ... FAMILY CATECHESIS
	 Parents and children as well as all interested adults are 
welcome to attend Family Catechesis in the bride’s room of the 
parish hall every other week. The program continues on Sunday, 
December 27 at 9:45 right after the 8:30 AM Mass.  All children 
must be accompanied by their parents at each session.

The Prayer Chain Ministry has been established in our parish. 
Our intention is to mobilize our parish community to pray for 
someone who has suddenly become ill, is going in for surgery, 
has a personal emergency or special needs they would like kept 
in prayer. Please contact Ruthe Jenkins if you are in need of 
prayers or if you are interested in being part of this powerful 
ministry on either the contact team or as part of the prayer chain. 
Email: rutheis@cox.net or phone 619-981-1424.  

"Extremism in the defense of liberty is 
no vice. And moderation in the pursuit of 
justice is no virtue."

DONATION CHECKS...

Please remember:

1) Use black or blue ink only when writing checks.  Use of red 
or other ink colors, requires special handling by the bank.

2) All checks should be made payable to Immaculate 
Conception Church.  Please avoid writing checks to Parish 
Outreach, Quarters & Cans. etc. as all accounts for parish 
organizations are in the name of the parish.

3) For special diocesan collections (Peter’s Pence, Mission 
Sunday, etc.), please write checks payable to Immaculate 
Conception or to Diocese of San Diego. Checks payable to 
Immaculate Conception are totaled and one parish check is 
sent to the Diocese.

2015 Donations

Letters substantiating tax-deductible donations to 
Immaculate Conception Church will be mailed out the week 
of January 25.

Letters will be mailed out to individuals or families whose 
donations totaled $250 or more for the year 2015.

Should you have any questions after receiving your letter, 
please contact Connie at the parish office, 619-295-4141, 
ext. 10.

Fr. Richard and the staff of 
Immaculate Conception  Parish 
wish you and your loved ones 
a Christmas season filled with 
peace and goodwill.

May God continue to bless us 
all with his healing love 
throughout the year.

 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

JANUARY 01:  	Solemnity of Mary	 8:00 a.m.

Young Adult Ministry - Diocese of San Diego

The purpose of our ministry is to connect 18-39 year old 
Catholic Young Adults to Christ and His Church. We do this 
by offering opportunities for spiritual development, by 
hosting social events and offering ways to serve within the 
community.    Wherever you are in life: single, recently 
graduated high school or college, new to the area, married, or 
discerning the religious life, we desire to bring you to a closer 
communion with God. Come and satisfy that hunger for a 
strong spiritual awakening that stems from the need to 
discover who you are, who God is, and what His plan is for 
your life.
For more information, call 858-490-8260 or email 
mmitre@sdcatholic.org.

M a r r i a g e  E n c o u n t e r  We e k e n d s

Make a new year’s commitment to enrich your marriage. 
Attend a Marriage Encounter Weekend--A program for 
married couples to explore the sacramental dimension of their 
marriages.

For info, call Kevin and Patty Vogelsang 760-781-3352, or go to
http://www.wwme-sandiego.org/

mailto:rutheis@cox.net
mailto:rutheis@cox.net
mailto:mmitre@sdcatholic.org
mailto:mmitre@sdcatholic.org
http://www.wwme-sandiego.org/
http://www.wwme-sandiego.org/
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A R O U N D  T H E  P A R I S H

SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL:
DIGNITATIS HUMANAE

MAN’S DIGNITY AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
	 ... 3. There is a further consideration. The religious acts 
whereby men, in private and in public and out of a sense of 
personal conviction, direct their lives to God transcend by their 
very nature the order of terrestrial and temporal affairs. 
Government therefore ought indeed to take account of the 
religious life of the citizenry and show it favor, since the function 
of government is to make provision for the common welfare. 
However, it would clearly transgress the limits set to its power, 
were it to presume to command or inhibit acts that are religious.
	 4. The freedom or immunity from coercion in matters 
religious which is the endowment of persons as individuals is 
also to be recognized as their right when they act in community. 
Religious communities are a requirement of the social nature 
both of man and of religion itself.
	 Provided the just demands of public order are observed, 
religious communities rightfully claim freedom in order that 
they may govern themselves according to their own norms, 
honor the Supreme Being in public worship, assist their 
members in the practice of the religious life, strengthen them by 
instruction, and promote institutions in which they may join 
together for the purpose of ordering their own lives in 
accordance with their religious principles.
	 Religious communities also have the right not to be 
hindered, either by legal measures or by administrative action on 
the part of government, in the selection, training, appointment, 
and transferral of their own ministers, in communicating with 
religious authorities and communities abroad, in erecting 
buildings for religious purposes, and in the acquisition and use 
of suitable funds or properties.

WELCOME TO IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION!

To register at the parish, please fill out the form below 
and drop it in the basket or call the office at 295-4141.

NAME_____________________________________

STREET__________________________________

CITY/ ZIP_________________________________

PHONE____________________________________

  Street Level of
Fr. Serra Hall
619-297-3426

Open 7 days a week
Monday - Friday 9:30 -4:00

Saturday 10:00 to 4:00
Sunday 9:30 to 3:00

Serra Gifts offers a beautiful  assortment 
of religious items for  your home, 

for your family, and friends. 

Serra Gifts offers a beautiful  assortment 
of religious items for  your home, 

for your family, and friends. 

In addition to rosaries, religious medals,
prayer/novena books, the gift shop also

offers a limited number of outdoor 
items and religious music CDs.

See our online catalog at:
http://www.ic-sandiego.org/gift-shop

Gifts of Treasure
 
With gratitude for the gifts we have received parishioners 
and visitors made a joyful return to the Lord.

Due to publication deadlines, we were unable to report 
collections for the weekend of December 19-20, 2015

EXPENSES
Dec 14-18, 2015

Maintenance Supplies             $42.82
Ministry Supplies                   $115.53
Music                                     $700.00
Priests Pension                       $400.51
Property Insurance               $1152.67
Workers Comp                       $209.25

Total:  $ 2,620.78

Building Fund Donations
Sent to Diocese for Parish

Funds on Deposit Account:  $1336.90

1 6  F e b  . . .  S AV E  T H E  D AT E  . . .
Father Joe's Villages, Ladies Guild, Annual Charity 

Luncheon:   "Ooh-La-La Paris"
10:45 a.m.,Sheraton Mission Valley.    

 $55 per person  
All proceeds benefit the children at Father Joe's Villages. 

For information or donations, contact Kristi at 
858-453-9640 or kristikeith@mac.com or Jane at 

858-453-7016 or janehargrove67@gmail.com

Belated Thank You to Penny Sampo...
for creating and printing tickets and posters for the 

Christmas Concert and Dinner.

http://www.ic-sandiego.org/gift-shop
http://www.ic-sandiego.org/gift-shop
mailto:kristikeith@mac.com
mailto:kristikeith@mac.com
mailto:janehargrove67@gmail.com
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 P A R I S H  &  C O M M U N I T Y

FROM MISERICORDIAE VULTUS - Pope Francis

BULL OF INDICTION OF THE EXTRAORDINARY 
JUBILEE OF MERCY

FRANCIS
BISHOP OF ROME SERVANT OF THE SERVANTS OF 

GOD TO ALL WHO READ THIS LETTER, GRACE 
MERCY, AND PEACE

	 12. The Church is commissioned to announce the 
mercy of God, the beating heart of the Gospel, which in its own 
way must penetrate the heart and mind of every person. The 
Spouse of Christ must pattern her behavior after the Son of God 
who went out to everyone without exception. In the present 
day, as the Church is charged with the task of the new 
evangelization, the theme of mercy needs to be proposed again 
and again with new enthusiasm and renewed pastoral action. It 
is absolutely essential for the Church and for the credibility of 
her message that she herself live and testify to mercy. Her 
language and her gestures must transmit mercy, so as to touch 
the hearts of all people and inspire them once more to find the 
road that leads to the Father. The Church’s first truth is the love 
of Christ. The Church makes herself a servant of this love and 
mediates it to all people: a love that forgives and expresses itself 
in the gift of one’s self. Consequently, wherever the Church is 
present, the mercy of the Father must be evident. In our 
parishes, communities, associations and movements, in a word, 
wherever there are Christians, everyone should find an oasis of 
mercy.

Parish Calendar

December

	 27	 Quarters and Cans Sunday

	 30	 Choir Practice	 	 	 	 	 	 5:30 PM

January

	 01	 Solemnity of Mary--Mass	 	 	 	 8:00 AM

	 	 Parish Office and Serra Gifts Closed

	 02	 Quilting Group	 	 	 	 	 	 9:30 AM

	 03	 Family Catechesis		 	 	                9:45 AM

	 04	 I.C. Seniors Luncheon		 	 	       11:00 AM

	 05	 Baptism Class	 	 	 	 	 	  7:00 PM

	 06	 Choir Practice	 	 	 	 	 	  5:30 PM

	 09	 Quilting Group	 	 	 	 	 	  9:30 AM

	

Support Group for Separated/Divorced

	 There is a support group for anyone suffering 
from the pain and loss associated with a separation or 
divorce.    We meet Sundays at 10:15 AM at St. James 
Catholic Church – Ministry Center in Solana Beach.   For 
more information, contact Jan Nadler, PhD 
at  760-814-8604 or Frank Grant, 760-533-1520 or email 
fwgrant@gmail.com. 

WE ARE CATHOLIC. WELCOME HOME.

Visit www.catholicscomehome.org.

03-05 MAR...RESTORING MARRIAGE...

Catholic Answers’ National Apologetics Conference 
at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina on 
Harbor Island from March 3-5, 2016. 

The conference, “Restoring Marriage Today,”  will 
feature The Most Reverend James Wall of Gallup, 
New Mexico, as the key note speaker.

To register, e-mail conference@catholic.com or call 
619-387-7200.

27 DEC . . .  QUARTERS & CANS SUNDAY

	 During our second collection this Sunday, all 
money collected will be used here at Immaculate 
Conception to assist our brothers and sisters who come to us 
in need.  Your generous donations will continue to be used 
to help feed, and in some cases assist those who are in need 
of our help with rent and utilities.  The parish also provides 
gas and grocery cards.  Resource information is also 
available so people can access public and private agencies 
that can help with their needs. 
	 Food items collected will be taken by our 
volunteers to the Catholic Charities Food Resource Center. 
Please make sure these items are in non-breakable 
containers, unopened, and the dates have not expired.  There 
is always a need for the following items:

✦ Canned goods including vegetables, fruit, chili, 
tuna fish, spam, chicken, beef, beans, soups, and 
spaghetti sauce;

✦ Peanut butter, jelly, and honey;
✦ Cereals, pasta, rice, and beans;
✦ Any paper goods such as toilet paper, paper towels, 

paper plates, cups, napkins, Kleenex tissues, baby 
wipes; 

✦ Hygiene items such as shampoo, soaps, toothpaste, 
tooth brushes, dental floss, mouthwash, disposable 
razors, shaving cream, lotions and feminine 
products; 

✦ Plastic, paper or reusable grocery bags for carrying the 
above.

Thank You
On behalf of the entire Quarter and Cans Committee and Father Richard 
we thank you for your continued support of these important programs as 
we try to follow Our Lord’s command and put the Holy Gospel into 
action. 

mailto:fwgrant@gmail.com
mailto:fwgrant@gmail.com
http://www.catholicscomehome.org
http://www.catholicscomehome.org
mailto:conference@catholic.com
mailto:conference@catholic.com
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THE POPE CONDEMNS NEW COLONIALISM: 
LEFTISTS TELLING AFRICANS TO ACT MORE 

LIKE WESTERNERS

By Grazie Pozo Christie — December 7, 2015
	 Pope Francis wrapped up his visit to Africa last 
week, having received exuberant welcomes in Uganda, 
Kenya, and the Central African Republic. Before 
departing the continent, during a visit to Kangemi, a 
slum in Nairobi, the pontiff alluded to how the rich and 
powerful West continues to exercise its considerable 
influence on the African nations. Specifically, he 
condemned “ideological colonialism”: the relentless 
effort by the West to impose its values regarding family 
and sexuality on the African people as a condition of 
economic assistance.
	 All those who decry the long history of European 
and American paternalism and colonialism should be 
aware that they continue in this new form — ideological 
rather than military. Powerful and heavily funded actors 
such as the U.N., the World Health Organization, and the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation ignore the rich 
cultural contexts of the African nations in favor of 
promoting their own social ideologies. Their purpose is 
to force cultural changes in the areas of sexuality, family, 
and reproduction. To be fair, their efforts are mostly 
made in good faith, based on the view that the loose 
family arrangements in the West and its rapidly shrinking 
birthrates (approaching zero) are great boons that the 
West should export.
	 The most egregious of these efforts are aimed at 
lowering the birth rate through sterilization, 
contraception, and abortion. The World Health 
Organization is enthusiastically promoting the use of 
Depo-Provera, a long-acting injectable contraceptive, in 
foreign-aid programs, especially in Africa. This hormonal 
contraceptive has been linked, in three separate studies, to 
an increase in breast cancer. It has also been cited as 
increasing the risk of HIV transmission, highly dangerous 
in Sub-Saharan Africa, where 60 percent of women are 
using this type of contraception and the HIV infection 
rates are very high. The Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation disburses 3 billion dollars a year to the WHO, 
and the Foundation is deeply committed to spreading the 
use of Depo-Provera. FP2020, an initiative headed by 
Melinda Gates, has the goal of getting this drug to an 
additional 120 million women and girls, mostly in Africa, 
by the year 2020.
	 Even programs that were originally intended to 
address particularly poignant and distressing problems, 
such as the high rate of maternal and infant mortality, are 
being hijacked in favor of a Western agenda that cannot 
conceive of pregnancy and children as anything but a 
burden. For instance, the U.N.’s initiative for healthier 
mothers and children — called “Every Woman, Every 
Child” — has drifted from a desperately needed focus on 
maternal and infant health toward abortion access and 
funding. New partners in the endeavor include the 
Planned Parenthood Federation and Marie Stopes 
International, which both lobby aggressively for abortion 
funding. The agenda now includes an “adolescent” 

sexual-education component, which — under the rubric 
of “sexual and reproductive rights” — has a goal of 
promoting controversial programs that foster the sexual 
liberation of youth. This is an odd emphasis for a 
program designed to foster the survival of mothers and 
babies.
	 The promotion of the liberal West’s cultural 
agenda does not stop there. The African Group at the 
U.N. General Assembly, which is composed of 54 
countries, strongly objects to new proposals regarding 
the sexual education of children. They deplore the lack of 
cultural sensitivity in WHO guidelines that seek to 
expose children, even in primary school, to controversial 
issues such as masturbation, gender identity, and 
homosexuality. The stated purpose of the proposal now 
before the General Assembly is to “modify the social and 
cultural patterns of conduct of men and women of all 
ages.” The Africans, who love their children and seek 
their highest good, would like to decide for themselves 
how best to educate them in these delicate and intimate 
areas.
	 African women find themselves at odds with 
many of the feminists driving international policy at the 
U.N. Security council as well. At a U.N. panel in October 
on Women, Peace, and Security (WPS), Anne Marie 
Goetz, a noted feminist professor, worried that too many 
women were interested in “reasserting a romantic 
traditional, rather rigid view, a heteronormative view, of 
the family.” Goetz had complained in a 2014 panel that 
WPS activism was focused too much on security and not 
enough on “attacking patriarchy.” Many of feminists are 
more dedicated to deconstructing the traditional family 
than to training women in peace-building and preventing 
conflict at the local level. The feminists openly object to 
those efforts, because they rely on the traditional role of 
women as wives and mothers.
	 This cultural aggression on the part of the global 
community against Africa is not lost on Pope Francis. In 
Kangemi, he talked about the effort to make African 
countries “parts of a machine, cogs on a gigantic 
wheel   .   .   .  pressured to adopt policies typical of the 
culture of waste, like those aimed at lowering the birth 
rate.” Instead, he holds up the Christian ideal of marriage 
— permanent, faithful, exclusive, and fruitful — as a 
liberating force.
	 The West is experiencing a huge cultural and 
human crisis. Bad ideas have flowered into ideologies 
that assault human nature, especially the complementarity 
of men and women and the way they pair up in love to 
form lasting and exclusive marriages that are the safest 
place for women and children. Not content with 
deconstructing the basic institutions of society that 
promote human flourishing in the West, leftists seek to 
export these flawed and damaging ideas to the developing 
world, where their impact will be devastating.

— Grazie Pozo Christie, M.D., specializes in radiology in 
the Miami area and serves on the advisory board for The 
Catholic Association.
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