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Rev. Richard L. Perozich, Pastor
pastor@ic-sandiego.org

Rev. Msgr. Robert Ecker, Weekend Associate

Deacon Robert H. Fitzmorris
rfitzmor@diocese-sdiego.org; 858 490-8332

Liz Fielder, Manager, Serra Gifts
fielder@ic-sandiego.org

Connie Rodriquez, Parish Secretary
parish@ic-sandiego.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday: Noon to 4:00 pm
Tuesday-Friday: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday: Closed

Mass Schedule
Daily Mass: Monday - Saturday at 8:00 am
First Friday Mass & Devotion: 8:00 am

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil: 5:15 P.M.
Sunday Morning: 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 A.M.
Sunday Evening: 5:15 P.M.

Holy Day Masses: 8 A.M., 7:00 P.M.

Penance: For daily Mass goers 7:30 AM, For Parish on 
Saturday: 4:30 to 5:00 P.M., and by appointment

Baptisms & RCIA: By appointment only. Please email
Deacon Fitzmorris at rfitzmor@diocese-sdiego.org.

Weddings: By appointment only. Arrangements must be 
made at least one year in advance.  Please contact the 
office
Funerals: For arrangements, please call the parish office.

History of Immaculate Conception Parish

 It was here in Old Town that Father Junípero Serra celebrated his First Holy Mass in California on 
July 2, 1769,near the site of the present Immaculate Conception Church, and it was on the hill overlooking 
Old Town that he planted the cross which marked the site of the Mission and the Presidio.
 
 In 1849, the first parish church was established in Old Town with the name of Immaculate 
Conception and was dedicated in 1858. It still stands and is known as the Old Adobe Chapel on Conde 
Street. The cornerstone to the present Immaculate Conception Church was laid in 1868 under the direction 
of Father Antonio Ubach. With the population swing toward the south, it  was not until July 6, 1919, that 
the church was dedicated by Archbishop John J. Cantwell of Los Angeles.
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MASS INTENTIONS
8 AM

8AM

8 AM

8 AM

8 AM

8AM

5:15PM
8:30 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM
5:15 PM

St. John Neumann
Priest’s Intentions
St. Andre Bessette
† Bryan Purkis
St. Raymond of Penyafort
Priest’s Intentions
Christmas Weekday
† Manuel Gonsalves
Christmas Weekday
Priest’s Intentions
Christmas Weekday
Priest’s Intentions
People of Immaculate Conception
Stephanie Anzelone, SI
In thanksgiving to Sto. Niño de Atocha
†William Kennedy
†Alice Perry

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

RP

RE

RP

RP

RP

RP

RP
RP
WK
RP
MT

PRAY FOR THE SICK
Jesus, we ask you to bring your peace and healing touch 

to those who are ill, afraid or worried. Amen

Ismael Casanova, 
Bob Curry
Joanne Daleo, 
Albina Farrie, 
Julie Fish
Esther Fitch
Lydia Castillo Herrera
Margaret Kelly,
Patricia Kennedy, 
Dorothy Kleint, 
Deena Marchiano, 
Dena Mendoza,
Jean Miller, 
Patricia O’Grady, 
Ellen Quigley, 

Lupe Riccio, 
Mary Jane Tiernan, 
Marguerite Vorst, 
Floyd Watson,
Marie Whitman,
Martha Zamudio,
Carlos Amaya,
Fred Levine, 
Ed Oleata,
Mike Rodriguez,
Lisa Becerra,
Maguire Fitzpatrick
Tony Jenkins
Peter Nalwalker
Bob Witt

PRAY  FOR  OUR  DEPLOYED  MILITARY
Jesus, protect all who serve our country.

Sgt. Ahmed John Alexander, 
Natalie Augustine, 
Major Jerry Bloomquist, 
Col. Mike Bodkin, 
Danny Carpenter, USMC, 
LTJG Joseph Colangelo, USN; 
Cpl. Samuel James Comer, 
Daniel Dinglebeck, USN, PFC 
David Eley, USMC,
Micah Emery, 
Sgt. Christopher Escalona, 
Capt. Pedro Esquivel,
1Lt. Cortez Fabia, 
Juan Carlos Galazza;
SSGT. Vincent Charles Lucario; 

Robert Clinton Long, MC2; 
Sgt. Adriana Matizel; 
Wendell Miculob, 
LTJG Joe F. Moralez, USN; 
LCPL Matthew A. Pena; 
Sgt.Richard Pierce;
Sgt. William Paul Powers and 
Cinco, 
CPL Wilson Santiago; 
Alfred Tello; 
Ricky Thibeault;
Tony Tulloss; 
PFC Travis Vliet; & 3rd 
Marine Aircraft Wing.

† PRAY  FOR  OUR  DECEASED †
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 

them.  May they rest in peace   Amen.

Georgene Bielicki, 
Elizabeth Cantoni,
Salvador Carrillo, 
Stephen Falley, 
Norm Henkels, 
Helen Kennedy,
Jirair Khalatian, 
Mary Lynch, 
Bette June Marciel,
Kianna Meade, 
Julia M. Ocampos
Ernie Proo, 
Joan Schmitten, 
Karina Sosa,
Clyde Southern, Jr., 
Mariana S. Tadena

William Kennedy
Robert McMahon,
David Diaz
Margie Gautier 
Patrick Piggot 
Rodney Serrano
Concepción Garza
Richard Solís Moreno
Laura Marks
Alvin Weaver
William Bethel
Lillian Sinclair
Olga Hritz
Imelda Hoeckelmann
Angelina Olivarez
Alice Perry

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22-4:6; Ps 2:7-12; Mt 4:12-25
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-13; Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 11 Jn 4:19-5:4; Ps 72:1-17; Lk 4:14-22
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-20; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-9; Jn 3:22-30

PRAY THE SCRIPTURES

PRAY FOR OUR PRIESTS

5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Rev. James McGray
Rev. Peter McGuine
Rev. Edward McNulty
Rev. Mark Menegatti, OSA
Rev. Christopher Merris
Very Rev. Msgr. Dennis Mikulanis
Rev. Joseph Miller, SVD

W E  P R AY

PRAY: SEMINARIANS IN THEOLOGY

3rd
3rd
4th
1st
2nd
1st
3rd
3rd
3rd

David Exner  North American College Rome,
Brian Frice Mt. Angel Seminary OR
Bernardo Lara   Mt. Angel Seminary, OR
Oscar Lopez, Mt. Angel Seminary OR
Nathan McWeeney Mt. Angel Seminary OR
Eric Tamayo North American College Rome
Corey Tufford   North American College Rome, 
Derek Twilliger   Mt. Angel Seminary OR
Billy Zondler,   Mt. Angel Seminary, OR

APOSTLESHIP OF PRAYER

January: Intentions of the Holy Father 
     Universal:: That those from diverse religious traditions 
and all people of good will may work together for peace.
	

 Evangelization: That religious men and women 
may rediscover the joy of following Christ and strive to 
serve the poor with zeal.
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WHY I AM CATHOLIC

On this feast of the 
Epiphany, three non 

Jews, men who did not have any share in the 
promise of the covenant made through Moses, 
sought out among the Jewish people the 
promised anointed one, the Christ, the 
Messiah.
	

 While they followed a star to find where 
he was on this earth, their hopes had to be 
stirred by some other longing in the human 
soul and by some other revelations of a 
promise of a great person who would be king, 
God, and who would die, thus their gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh.  While they did 
not live to know the salvation that Jesus 
brought to the world, you and I have seen it 
through the new covenant in God’s Holy 
Catholic Church.
	

 Born into this world with original sin 
and the concupiscence, that is the iniquitous 
tendencies toward sin, I am the beneficiary of 
salvation from sin for goodness, from death to 
eternal life, and from isolation and selfishness, 
to belonging and magnanimity.
	

 My salvation in Jesus is not a passive 
event, a taking of a pill and making it all better.  
It is grace and truth that He brought, a power 
placed in me and guided by Him to avoid the 
temptations and do what he says to our 
conscience is right.
	

 The power is not a guarantee that I will 
cooperate with the grace of God, but it is the 
force necessary for me to do so.
	

 Throughout my life I have been 
tempted, deceived, seduced, lied to, and 
accused of being other than who I am: a child 
of God and heir to eternal life in Jesus Christ.
	

 I have not always cooperated with God’s 
grace.  I, however, have always been restored 
to that grace through the sacrament of 
Penance, so that I take two steps forward even 
when I have taken one step back.  My Jesus is 
always there for me.
	

 The Catholic Church is greater than 
those of us who live today: the current pope, 
bishops, priests, and faithful of 2015.  She is 

the Church of Catholics who have gone before 
us as well, saving us from becoming children 
of this age.
	

 It is incomprehensible to me that  a few 
bishops in the church are debating, in a synod 
supposedly on the family, rather than 
promulgating the eternal truths that have been 
established by Christ Himself, in order to give 
the illusion of inclusion of people whose 
choices reject Jesus’ new covenant.
	

 Unlike America where churches exist 
entirely on the donations of their members, in 
Europe some governments give each church 
money from the taxes based on the declared 
religious affiliation of the citizen.  Elsewhere 
Catholics are renouncing their affiliation 
because they don’t live a Catholic moral life, 
and thus their churches are losing money.
	

 If people can do whatever with 
whomever whenever they wish under any 
circumstances and still receive Jesus in Holy 
Communion, then there is no need for 
salvation.  Sin is no longer sin.  Right and 
wrong don’t exist.
	

 This is not the faith of our fathers, nor is 
it the faith of Jesus Christ that saves us.  
	

 If Catholics are led by the social policies 
of government so that church officials are 
ignoring the salvation in hope of attracting or 
keeping membership, then that faith would 
have no power to save me.
	

 I am a most imperfect man, tempted and 
deceived.  For this reason I put my faith in 
Jesus Christ in His Holy Catholic Church from 
all the ages, and not in some novelty being 
proposed by men ordained to continue the 
truth, to free me from sin, not trap me in it.
	

 I have to fight every day the temptations, 
the deceptions, the seductions the lies and 
accusations of the world, of satan, and now of 
some in the church as well.  I prefer a peaceful, 
tranquil life without struggle, but apparently 
that is not in the cards at this particular time in 
my life and in our Church history.
	

 Jesus, I love you.  I am imperfect, but I 
believe in you and in your Holy Catholic 
Church of all time.  Save your church.  Save 
your people.  Have mercy on me, a sinner.

FROM THE PASTOR



 Page 4    Epiphany  	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

    January 04, 2015

2015 Baptism Schedule
 
January 5 & Feb 2 Class
Jan 11 & Feb 8 Baptisms
(see website for more 
dates)

A R O U N D  T H E 

FAMILY CATECHESIS
	

 Continues on January 11 from 9:45 - 10:45. 
Immaculate Conception offers Family Catechesis in the 
brides’ room of the hall to prepare children and parents 
the faith.  Classes meet every two weeks

 WELCOME TO IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION!

To register at the parish, please fill out the form 
below, and drop it in the basket or call the office at 
295-4141.

NAME_____________________________________

STREET__________________________________

CITY/ ZIP_________________________________

PHONE____________________________________

A MARIAN PILGRIMAGE TO 
SPAIN, FRANCE & PORTUGAL:

	

 You are invited to join us on a once-in-a-
lifetime ‘Pilgrimage to Spain, France & Portugal,’  14-
days, September 28 to October 11, 2015.  Includes visits 
to Barcelona, Zaragoza, Lourdes, Santiago, Porto, 
Fatima, Lisbon & more! Only $3,599 from San Diego 
(SAN), plus $680 in airport taxes and $165 in tips. Under 
the Spiritual Direction of Fr. Richard Perozich.    To 
download the free color brochure and registration form, 
visit www.GoCatholicTravel.com/Perozich,  or for more 
information, please contact Fr. Richard Perozich at (619) 
295-4141 x11 or send an email to pastor@ic-
sandiego.org.  Space is limited. Register today.  Info at 
parish office or on main page of IC’s website: http://
www.ic-sandiego.org.

	

 Fr. Richard and the staff of Immaculate 
Conception Parish thank you all for your generous 
gifts to the parish and to the pastor and staff during 
this holy season of Christmas.  We enjoy them 
almost as much as we enjoy you.

G l o r y  t o  G o d 
i n  t h e  H i g h e s t !

Gifts of Treasure
With gratitude for the gifts we have received, parishioners 

and visitors made a joyful return to the Lord.

December 21, 2014
Total Collection: $.4,608.00

Parishioners: $3,081.00 Visitors: $1,527.00
Total contributing households: 100

5:15 Sat             $632.00
8:30 Sun         $1,091.00
10:00 Sun        $1,059.00
11:30 Sun         $ 569.00
5:15 Sun          $ 561.33
Mailed             $ 496.00

EXPENSES
	

 The book keeper is on vacation.  Expense reports 
will resume after her return on January 5.

Why Go To Church? 
	

 If you're spiritually alive, you're going to love this!  
If you're spiritually dead, you won't want to read it.  If you're 
spiritually curious, there is still hope! 
 	

 A Church-goer wrote a letter to the editor of a 
newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to 
church every Sunday. "I've gone for 30 years now," he wrote, 
"and in that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons. 
But for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. 
So, I think I'm wasting my time and the pastors are wasting 
theirs by giving sermons at all." 
 	

 This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the 
Editor" column, much to the delight of the editor. It went on 
for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: 
	

 "I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my 
wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I 
cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. 
But I do know this. They all nourished me and gave me the 
strength I needed to do my work. If my wife had not given 
me these meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, 
if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be 
spiritually dead today!" When you are DOWN to nothing..... 
God is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the 
incredible and receives the impossible! Thank God for our 
physical AND our spiritual nourishment!

THANK YOU
	

 To our great choir for the Christmas concert, the 
art and environment committee for church decorations and 
to those who just do things that no one knows about to make 
the church beautiful throughout the year.

http://www.GoCatholicTravel.com/Perozich
http://www.GoCatholicTravel.com/Perozich
mailto:pastor@ic-sandiego.org
mailto:pastor@ic-sandiego.org
mailto:pastor@ic-sandiego.org
mailto:pastor@ic-sandiego.org
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A R O U N D  T H E  P A R I S H

THE EFFECTS OF THE 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS

The Indelible Character

1581 This sacrament configures the recipient to Christ by 
a special grace of the Holy Spirit, so that he may serve as 
Christ's instrument for his Church. By ordination one is 
enabled to act as a representative of Christ, Head of the 
Church, in his triple office of priest, prophet, and king.
1582 As in the case of Baptism and Confirmation this 
share in Christ's office is granted once for all. The 
sacrament of Holy Orders, like the other two, confers an 
indelible spiritual character and cannot be repeated or 
conferred temporarily.74

1583 It is true that someone validly ordained can, for 
grave reasons, be discharged from the obligations and 
functions linked to ordination, or can be forbidden to 
exercise them; but he cannot become a layman again in 
the strict sense,75 because the character imprinted by 
ordination is for ever. The vocation and mission received 
on the day of his ordination mark him permanently.
1584 Since it is ultimately Christ who acts and effects 
salvation through the ordained minister, the unworthiness 
of the latter does not prevent Christ from acting.76 St. 
Augustine states this forcefully:
	

 As for the proud minister, he is to be ranked with 
the devil. Christ's gift is not thereby profaned: what flows 
through him keeps its purity, and what passes through 
him remains dear and reaches the fertile earth. . . . The 
spiritual power of the sacrament is indeed comparable to 
light: those to be enlightened receive it in its purity, and if 
it should pass through defiled beings, it is not itself 
defiled.77

The Grace Of The Holy Spirit

1585 The grace of the Holy Spirit proper to this sacrament 
is configuration to Christ as Priest, Teacher, and Pastor, of 
whom the ordained is made a minister.
1586 For the bishop, this is first of all a grace of strength 
("the governing spirit": Prayer of Episcopal Consecration 
in the Latin rite):78 the grace to guide and defend his 
Church with strength and prudence as a father and pastor, 
with gratuitous love for all and a preferential love for the 
poor, the sick, and the needy. This grace impels him to 
proclaim the Gospel to all, to be the model for his flock, 
to go before it on the way of sanctification by identifying 
himself in the Eucharist with Christ the priest and victim, 
not fearing to give his life for his sheep:

Parish Calendar

January

	

 1 	

 Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary the Mother of God
	

 	

 (Holy Day, Obligation Dispensed)
	

 	

 Parish Office and Serra Gifts closed

	

 5	

 I.C. Seniors Luncheon	

	

 	

 	

     11:00 a.m

	

 6	

 Gentle Stretch Class	

 	

 	

 	

       5:00 p.m.

	

 7	

 Choir Practice	

 	

 	

 	

 	

       5:30 p.m.
	

 	

 RCIA	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

       7:00 p.m.

	

 8	

 Getting to Know...Series	

 	

 	

       7:00 p.m.
	

 11	

 Parish Breakfast	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 .......9:30 a.m.

	

 13	

 Gentle Stretch Class	

 	

 	

 	

        5:00 p.m.

	

 14	

 Choir Practice	

 	

 	

 	

 	

       5:30 p.m.
	

 	

 RCIA	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

       7:00 p.m.

	

 19	

 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
	

 	

 Parish Office closed- Serra Gifts open

	

 20	

 Gentle Stretch Class	

 	

 	

 	

       5:00 p.m.

	

 21	

 Choir Practice	

 	

 	

 	

 	

       5:30 p.m.
	

 	

 RCIA	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

       7:00 p.m.

	

 22	

 Day of Prayer and Penance

	

 27	

 Gentle Stretch Class	

 	

 	

 	

       5:00 p.m.

	

 28 -	

Choir Practice	

 	

 	

 	

 	

       5:30 p.m.
	

 	

 RCIA	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

       7:00 p.m.

	

 30	

 Latin Mass	

 	

 	

 	

 	

 	

      10:00 a.m.

	

 03 Feb 	

 	

 Pastoral Council (members)     6:00 p.m.

Centering Prayer
The Immaculate Conception Centering Prayer 
Group welcomes newcomers to attend and learn the 
method of Christian contemplative prayer.

Thursday Evening-2015 schedule TBA
Immaculate Conception—Serra Hall

7:00-8:30 pm

WE ARE CATHOLIC. WELCOME HOME.

Visit
www.catholicscomehome.org

ONLY THE HUMBLE UNDERSTAND
— Pope Francis

 	

 The grandeur of the mystery of Jesus can be known 
only by humbling and abasing oneself like Jesus, who went so 
far as to be “marginalized” and who certainly did not present 
himself as “a general or a ruler”. Thus, theologians who do not 
“do theology on their knees” might have a lot to say, but “can’t 
understand a word”. Thus, Francis proposed humility and 
meekness during Mass at Santa Marta on Tuesday morning.

http://www.catholicscomehome.org
http://www.catholicscomehome.org
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 P A R I S H  &  C O M M U N I T Y

EVANGELII GAUDIUM- Pope FrancisBIBLICAL STUDIES CONFERENCE

	

 The 12th Annual West Coast Biblical Studies 
Conference will be hosted at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
parish in San Diego on Jan. 9-10, 2015.  Featuring Scott 
Hahn, Brant Pitre, Michael Barber, and John Kincaid, the 
conference will focus on The Mystery of Christ in the 
Church: A Study of Ephesians. Registration is $30 by 
Jan. 1 at www.jpcatholic.com, and space is limited.

Street Level of
Fr. Serra Hall
619-297-3426

Open 7 days a week
Monday - Friday 9:00 -4:00

Saturday 10:00 to 4:00
Sunday 9:30 to 3:00

Serra Gifts offers a beautiful assortment
of religious items for your home,

for your family and friends, and for the holiday 
season.

Remember, your purchases 
help to support our parish.
 Re-usable shopping bags 

with Immaculate Conception logo,
Check out new items that arrive weekly.

THANK YOU

Natural Family Planning!  Sympto-thermal method. 
	

 Moral, healthy, and 99.6% effective in preventing 
pregnancy.  Couples are encouraged to attend together/
4 classes are needed. . Instructors: Dave & Cheryl Ross.

	

 Next NFP set starts January 17 , 2015     (all 
Saturday mornings )   Classes 2, 3 & 4 are 1/31 , 2/21 and 
3/21; From 8:30 – 11:30 AM at the Pastoral Center 
 	


	

 To register davidandcherylross@gmail.com  or
 call  (619)-279-3735. Cost is $100 per couple.

LORD, TEACH ME TO PRAY

	

 On Tuesday, January 13, 2015  we will 
beginning a twelve week course of Ignatian Prayer 
entitled 'Lord, Teach Me to Pray.' This wonderful 
opportunity is open to men (the women's section is 
already full) to learn a special form of deeper prayer 
taught by Saint Ignatius of Loyola. Wives, 
daughters, girlfriends, and friends tell the men in 
your lives about this wonderful opportunity.
	

 Over the twelve weeks your prayer life will 
improve by leaps and bounds and I really ask you to 
consider taking part in this wonderful spiritual 
opportunity. It is such a wonderful opportunity that I 
actually recommend that if you already are in my 
weekly Bible study and only have time to do one of 
these faith formation programs over the next several 
weeks that you choose the Ignatian Prayer course (of 
course you can do both if able!!!). After this 
instruction in prayer you'll return to Bible study that 
much more able to focus on the Word.
	

 To join the course you must contact the 
facilitator Michael Burke,   to sign up at 
micheldeberg@gmail.com There is no cost to this 
program--all the materials are provided for you. 
Please sign up quickly for we can only take a limited 
number.
Chris O'Donnell, bsp
Director of Catechetical Ministry
San Rafael

	

 33. Pastoral ministry in a missionary key seeks to 
abandon the complacent attitude that says: “We have always 
done it this way”. I invite every- one to be bold and creative 
in this task of re- thinking the goals, structures, style and 
methods of evangelization in their respective communities. A 
proposal of goals without an adequate communal search for 
the means of achieving them will inevitably prove illusory. I 
encourage everyone to apply the guidelines found in this 
document generously and courageously, without inhibitions 
or fear. The important thing is to not walk alone, but to rely 
on each other as brothers and sisters, and especially under the 
leadership of the bishops, in a wise and realistic pastoral 
discernment. 
	

 34. If we attempt to put all things in a missionary key, 
this will also affect the way we communicate the message. In 
today’s world of instant communication and occasionally 
biased media coverage, the message we preach runs a greater 
risk of being distorted or reduced to some of its secondary 
aspects. In this way certain issues which are part of the 
Church’s moral teaching are taken out of the context which 
gives them their meaning. The biggest problem is when the 
message we preach then seems identified with those 
secondary aspects which, important as they are, do not in and 
of themselves convey the heart of Christ’s message.

http://www.jpcatholic.com/
http://www.jpcatholic.com/
mailto:davidandcherylross@gmail.com
mailto:davidandcherylross@gmail.com
mailto:micheldeberg@gmail.com
mailto:micheldeberg@gmail.com
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—Michael Youssef

	

 Perhaps it was Al Gore who popularized 
the term “inconvenient truth.”  Although his truth 
is disputable at best, it is a fact that real truth is 
often poorly received by the populous.
	

 While few dispute that turmoil, terrorism, 
and racism fill our world, many people refuse to 
believe the real reason behind all this.
	

 America has never been, nor will ever be, 
a perfect country. But there are not many other 
countries where people are lining up for hours to 
get in—not to mention the millions who sneak in 
illegally. So much for the imperfect country.
	

 I totally understand the longing to come to 
this country. As someone who was not born in 
the U.S., but dreamed of America’s freedom, I 
am deeply grateful that I am “an American.”  I 
am no hyphenated American. I love America’s 
exceptionalism and would gladly defend it.
	

 But this country that I love is facing dark 
times. 	

There are many questions to be asked:
	

 Why does the American dream seem to be 
turning into a nightmare?
	

 Why is racism on the rise despite having a 
black president?
	

 Why are Christians who believe in 
Christian morals persecuted?
	

 Why the sudden loss of so much liberty?
	

 Why the colossal and unprecedented 
national debt?
	

 Why the school shootings and suicides?
	

 Why the distrust of governments and law 
enforcement officers?
	

 Why the loss of peace of mind when the 
stock market is sizzling?
	

 Why the loss of peace . . . period?
	

 The answer should come screaming at us 
from the reason for this sacred season that we are 
currently celebrating. But even this season that 
should be ushering in peace has degenerated into 
the naked ugliness of materialism and 
consumerism. Now Black Friday shoppers end 
up with black eyes as they battle for prized 
Christmas gifts.
	

 A cynic would be justified in asking, 
“Where is this Prince of Peace who came down 
from Heaven 2,000 years ago?”
	

 Every Christmas we hear the story of the 
angels announcing the good news of peace. Yet, 
every year we seem to have less peace than the 
year before. More than any other time during my 

60+  years, I am noticing how elusive peace in 
our society has become.
	

 But herein lies the inconvenient truth: 
There can be no peace without the Prince of 
Peace at the center of life and society. And since 
our governments, courts, and educational 
institutions eliminate Jesus from public life, it 
stands to reason that peace will become more and 
more elusive.
	

 No doubt some will accuse me of wanting 
to create a monotheistic government. But let me 
assure you, I love the system of government that 
our Founding Fathers envisioned, and I don’t 
have a monotheistic-government bone in my 
body.
	

 Nonetheless, there are eternal and divine 
principles that transcend government systems. 
God gives us a choice; we can accept His divine 
moral principles or we can reject them.
	

 The God who created us left the splendor 
of Heaven and came to earth 2,000 years ago to 
show us what is right and what is wrong. He 
invites us to come to Him and receive His peace, 
or we can reject Him and receive the 
consequences of our choice.
	

 This Christmas, I appeal to those in 
authority. You have experienced the 
consequences of outlawing the only true peace-
giver. Will you now admit that we are drinking 
from the well of the consequences of rejecting 
Him?
	

 This Christmas, will you admit your 
failure?
	

 Will you confess your arrogance?
	

 Will you invite Him back?
	

 Will you espouse Him and His moral laws 
without shame and embarrassment?
	

 Will you stop harassing and persecuting 
His followers who are merely declaring His 
truth?
	

 Will you stop your hate of those who are 
His?
	

 Will you accept those who seek to live by 
His authority and the authority of His eternal 
morals?
	

 This may be our final call as a nation to 
change our ways and plead His mercy upon our 
divided and troubled land.

AN INCONVENIENT CHRISTMAS MESSAGE


