Fr. Perozich comments —
Fr. John Zuhlsdorf is an American born priest of the Diocese of Velletri-Segni,
Italy. He worked in the diocese of Madison WI until January 2021 when Fr. Z’s time
there ended.
He is competent in the Latin language, a regular celebrant of the traditional
Latin Mass.
Not a few people ask me why the TLM was canceled. This brief comment, from
a NAC grad and Fr. Z’s response, gives some insight into the actions against the TLM
by those in power in the church at the moment.

From an alumnus of the North American College (US
seminary in Rome) … edited so that the style of writing can’t be
traced to any one priest by those who might recognize it.
As a NAC grad, I read your article [HERE] with interest.
I disagree that a student will get in trouble for googling the
Latin Mass and related material.
Things that will get a seminarian in trouble are wearing a
cassock, biretta, or bad mouthing Conciliar theology or the
Vatican II liturgy in public.
Men who show openly an affinity for pre-Conciliar ‘look’
make formators nervous.
I work with priests who are fans of the usus antiquior. It’s
not their interest in that liturgical form that gets them in
trouble. What gets them in trouble are firm statements
on faith or morals. They are black and white and might
polarize the faithful. What gets them in trouble is a biretta,
which can really anger some of the older Vatican II clergy.
Or what get’s them in trouble is their ‘obsession’ with using
a one thousand year old document, the Summa Theologiae, as a
catechetical resource.
That’s what gets them in trouble.

The Response of Fr. John Zuhlsdorf
“What gets them in trouble are firm statements on faith or
morals….”
That’s it in one.
Liturgy is doctrine, of course. And we are our rites.
The enemies of Tradition might not always be very bright or
well-formed, but they sense the truth of that connection of
doctrine and worship viscerally and they react in nasty ways,
rather like the Horned Lizard which literally shoots blood from its
eyes as a defensive instinct.
Yes, experience informs that this is a pretty good analogy.
Birettas and Latin trigger that generation.
They were conditioned in those halcyon days of change and
revolution, protests and the “spirit” and liberation, all oozing
together in the ambient of the Church and COUNCIL, to the point
that they fused into a kind of mythic icon.
The sight of a biretta, a black chasuble, ad orientem, triggers
violent flashbacks, sends them back to their roots of protest and
change.
When they see younger priests embracing those
things they threw away, literally into dumpsters, they
feel threatened and become defensive. Many of them
sense in the younger generation’s desire for tradition an
implicit attack on their own persons, on their priestly
identity (resting on whatever sort of foundation), a
criticism of their whole life’s work. So they lash out.
In a sense, they are not wrong that the embrace of Tradition
by younger priests is an implicit criticism of their life’s work.
That’s because what they strove to build after Vatican II
didn’t have the desired effect. In fact, looking around at the
Church, on the level of statistics, it was a real failure.
We can blame them and not blame them. They weren’t and
aren’t perfect. No priests are. Most of them put their backs into

doing what they were told. The real blame, the blamable blame,
lies with a few.
Most of our now older priests were absolutely
sincere in what they did. They were good priests and
they were formed in their particular time. But a lot of
their work, in the end, didn’t work, objectively. Yes, yes…
there are many factors. Blah blah blah. But as bishops and
priests go, the Church will go, to the point where St. Jean Eudes’
dire admonishment kicks in.
It stings these older men to suggest that maybe we
ought to go back a few squares, and rethink our path.
The younger guys don’t intend to stick a finger in their eye.
That’s not their intention in becoming more “trad”. They just
don’t have the baggage of the previous waves of priests. They are
simply not as invested in that chimeric ‘spirit’ of the Council and
those oh so halcyon days. Those aren’t their own days! These
are their days! For them, The Council was just a Council, along
with a bunch of other Council’s in a chain of continuity that
doesn’t cancel out the value of the previous Councils. These
younger men just want to have their patrimony – all of it, and not
just the part that started on 11 October 1962 onward – and get on
with things, do their priestly, pastoral work. They just want to
be priests and do things that actually work, not just
repeat the obviously failed experiments of the past.
If some few do want to rub it in the face of their older
brethren, well… shame on them. Thanks, guys, you few, you
unhappy few, for betraying our cause by your willful imprudence.
The vast majority of priests who want Tradition simply want
to get on with things, the more the merrier: “Join us, please! We
will welcome you. Give us a hand.” Or, at least, “If not, please
leave us alone. Don’t mess with our joy.”
I’ve made this comparison before.
Say you are in Chicago and you want to drive to New York.
You set out and drive for a long time. Suddenly, thinking you were

drawing nearer to Empire State you see a sign saying “Kansas
Welcomes You!” What do you do? Do you keep driving in the
same direction? Not if you really desire to get to New York. No.
Commonsense dictates that you do a U-turn and head the other
direction until you start see welcome signs for Eastern states.
That’s the smart course. It would be stupid to continue driving in
the opposite direction once you know you have strayed. Let’s add
to this the fact that you have put on your car a sign, “NEW YORK
OR BUST!” You pull into the gas station in Kansas to fuel up and
the guy there says, “Hey, didn’t you come in from the East?
Buddy, you are going in the wrong direction!” You pay him and
start to pull out onto the road, again toward the West. The guy
runs out waving his arms, shouting, “HEY! THAT WAY! NEW
YORK IS THAT WAY!” But, no. You are on your path.
For these older guys who committed to what they committed
in the 60s, 70s, 80s, the sight of a growing congregation at a
Traditional Latin Mass is like hot coals on their forehead. But
they’ve got those thinning white-knuckled hands locked onto the
steering wheel and, by gum, they’re not turning the car back.
For this reason, some of them, sad to say, would rather drive
off a cliff than turn around. They would rather destroy a
thriving, growing community of happy, zealous young
Catholics than let it grow. Instead of joining them, or at least
benignly watching from afar, they’ll run over them with the car on
the way to the cliff’s edge.
Because, in the end, it’s all about them.
We can and must act, in charity, in the face of this new round
of challenges.
Sunday September 5, 2021
New Latin Mass Community, comprising of canceled Catholic
parishioners from St Mary, Escondido, and Saint Margaret, Oceanside,
attended the inaugural mass at San Juan Diego Center, Pala, California.

More than 200 people attended the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, said by a
Norbertine order priest.
Regards,
JD
Canceled Parishioner

