
Fr. Perozich comments — 
 Toby Keith sings a country song, “I ain’t as good as I once was, but 
I’m as good once as I ever was.” 
 In spite of daily prayer, worship, and continued study, my mind 
does not make the same distinctions as do the minds of the authors whose 
articles I send out, such as Anthony Esolen. 
 These authors teach me, make distinctions, turn on a few lights for 
me, so I am moved to share them with you. 
 Even authors who promote anarchy need to be cited so that we 
Christians can understand how our faith is being undermined. 
 A classic technique to separate the Christian from his faith is that of  
“desensitization, jamming, and conversion.”  The phrase describes the 
strategy outlined by a pair of 'gay' activists back in 1988, Marshall Kirk 
and Hunter Madsen.   
 It works like this.  Topics that cause distress are mentioned so often 
that the hearer becomes desensitized and no longer has a visceral aversion 
to them, such as abortion. 
 When one does not succumb to the desensitization, “jamming” is 
used to attack the person, his values, accuse him of being hateful and 
hurtful, to “cancel” him and silence him. 
 Jamming works because as Michael Cavanagh in his 1980 book, 
Make Your Tomorrows Better notes that the “basic psychological fears are 
the fear that someone will damage our self-concept; that inadvertently or 
purposefully we shall hurt someone whom we care for or love; or that we 
will cause ourselves some harm by saying or doing something that is self-
defeating.” 
 It works on me.  When someone tells me that what I did harmed 
them or the corporate body, it immediately shuts me down, turns me 
inward to reflect on how I might be guilty of hurting another. 
 To avoid being the “hater”, the “hurter”, people easily convert to the 
others’ viewpoint. 
 Esolen illustrates this in the anarchy of the cheering of the collapse 
of the house in his example below by those who have undermined the 
structure.  Strange euphemisms and slogans replace logic, clarity, and 
truth. 

• “Abortion,” some Catholics say, “is only one issue.” No, it 
is not. It is but the bloodiest form of a many-sided attack upon 
the very nature of the family. 

• It is bound up with every feature of the Great Moral 
Apostasy: with every form of immorality and unreality having 
to do with the sexes male and female, sexual congress, 
marriage, and the begetting, raising, and education of children. 



• All of the grave sexual sins attack the family at the root, 
and you can no more have a good and prosperous nation with 
families shot to hell than you can have a solid house with a 
foundation crumbling into mud. 

• Sometimes the character and the extent of an evil may be 
seen in what those who practice it regard as trivial. 

• They do not attack the body. They attack the mind and the 
soul. But the point is that a world in which that is cheered is not 
just a world that is bad in the usual ways that human life is 
bad. It is demonic. 

• So the demonic must rely upon force, cruel and 
unforgiving. Dare to say in public that you oppose one of its 
more recent manifestations, and see whether you can keep your 
job. [or if you are a priest like James Altman, see if you can keep your 
parish, your blog, your teaching — rp] 

• Nothing that lasts can be accomplished unless we build 
anew on solid foundations. Everything pragmatic must return 
to the principle. 

• The principles alone do not guarantee success. But their 
abrogation guarantees failure. 

 Finally, Catholics are not hearing foundational principles preached 
in their churches and dioceses.  Such voices are being silenced by church 
authorities.  Laity are desensitized and converted.  Priests are jammed.  
The church is converted from the gospel of Jesus and salvation from sin 
for transformation into His image and eternal life to a socialist gospel of 
climate change, open borders, gun control, equality, rights, fairness, 
justice, BLM, gender choice, and on. 

 It takes a spine to shut out the false voices of the culture in their 
attacks against us.  Jesus did it.  Peter did it.  Paul did it.  The martyrs did 
it.  Catholics can and must do it in 2020, searching for the truth from 
those who preach Jesus Christ and Him crucified for our salvation. 



Repairing the Foundations 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2020 

 Suppose you have homes falling to pieces everywhere in your 
town. You could look at the walls, that you concede are sometimes 
made of chalk. You could look at the roofing, because you 
sometimes notice a strange sag up above the eaves. But instead 
you fix upon the foundations. You notice that they are made of 
mere clay, and that groundwater riddles them with holes, so that 
some houses sink into the earth on this side or that, and 
sometimes people wake up in the morning to find that they have 
no house at all. 
 But when you cry out to the builders and the inspectors, they 
laugh at you, and say that you are a single-issue repairman, or 
they accuse you of not caring about people whose roofs shed water 
into the living room. In vain do you urge them to see that nothing 
that lasts can be done unless the foundations are solid. 
 For a long time, you assume that the builders and inspectors 
are daft or inattentive. Then you discover that they have begun to 
insist that diversity of construction is a positive good. It is right 
that no walls should be plumb and no floors should be level. It is 
exciting to hear studs groaning against the nails as the house lists. 
 And when what ought to have been a true, ordinary home 
collapses, they cheer, if the mood is on them, saying that it but 
brings extended families closer together, or they decry strange 
forces in the atmosphere, for which their enemies are to blame. 
 At which point you suspect that they are in the grip of 
something quite mad, even demonic. 

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/author/aesolen/


 “Abortion,” some Catholics say, “is only one issue.” 
No, it is not. It is but the bloodiest form of a many-sided 
attack upon the very nature of the family. Attend to the 
words: not an attack upon the material welfare of families, which 
would be bad enough, and which neither major party in the 
United States has been innocent of, but upon their being. 
 It is bound up with every feature of the Great Moral 
Apostasy: with every form of immorality and unreality 
having to do with the sexes male and female, sexual 
congress, marriage, and the begetting, raising, and 
education of children. 
 All of the grave sexual sins attack the family at the 
root, and you can no more have a good and prosperous 
nation with families shot to hell than you can have a 
solid house with a foundation crumbling into mud. That 
is not my insight. It is what all the popes have said since Leo XIII. 
It is embarrassing to have to say it yet again. 
 Sometimes the character and the extent of an evil 
may be seen in what those who practice it regard as 
trivial. When Saint José Anchieta was preaching to the natives in 
Brazil, he met a well-respected old lady who asked for her favorite 
snack as she lay dying. She wanted fingers. Not just any fingers: 
children’s fingers. 
 That is how I think of such abominations as Drag Queen 
Story Hour. They are our form of children’s fingers. I do not mean 
that the queens are cannibals. They are not so savage and 
bloodthirsty. Yet in some ways they are worse. They are 
not the inheritors of an evil custom. They are the 
initiators of one. 



 
* 
 They do not attack the body. They attack the mind 
and the soul. But the point is that a world in which that 
is cheered is not just a world that is bad in the usual 
ways that human life is bad. It is demonic. 
 So also is the preaching of “gender fluidity” to 
impressionable children, usually without the knowledge of their 
parents. So also is the mutilation of children in the grip of sexual 
delusions instilled in them by adults. Gender ideology in 
general, Pope Francis has said, is demonic. 
 That there are not two sexes, male and female, each made for 
the other; that a man can possibly marry another man; that the 
living child in the womb is not a child; that the child-making act 
can be considered essentially sterile for purposes of self-
expression and recreation; these are not just matters of 
intemperance or of the imprudent application of moral principles. 



 They are direct affronts to the Creator and to creation as 
such. 
 In the days of the Apostle to Brazil, the demonic had long 
threaded itself into the people’s ways. Baptism then really did 
mean dying and being grafted onto a new principle, a new life. 
 With us the case is different. The threading is not complete. 
So the demonic must rely upon force, cruel and 
unforgiving. Dare to say in public that you oppose one of 
its more recent manifestations, and see whether you can 
keep your job. See whether everyone in your family will 
continue to speak to you. 
 The more wildly insane a thing is, the more it must 
call upon the hulking engines of mass society to press it 
upon a still half-hearted populace. 
 It is no great praise to say of a political party that it is not 
given over to the demonically insane. But there it is. One party 
promises to persecute you if you speak against the demonic. The 
other party does not so promise. One party would trammel up the 
Church and gag her priests. The other party doesn’t yet do so. 
 And what of the people and their rotting homes? Nothing 
that lasts can be accomplished unless we build anew on 
solid foundations. Everything pragmatic must return to 
the principle. 
 For the sake of the poor themselves, and for all those whose 
chaotic homes and whose privations – moral as well as material – 
have led them into crime, we must reestablish the principles of the 
family, natural, God-created, and blessed before the fall. 
 The principles alone do not guarantee success. But 
their abrogation guarantees failure. 
  
*Image: Architectural Fragment  (sculpture) by Petrus Spronk, 
1992 [Swanson Street, Melbourne, Australia]. In situ: 

http://citycollection.melbourne.vic.gov.au/architectural-fragment/
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