Fr. Perozich comments —
Has Allie Stuckey’s definition of the religion of leftism replaced
traditional Catholic morality, discipline, teaching, social action with leftism’s
doctrines even infecting the hierarchy, the clergy, religious orders, and many
lay faithful particularly in these last 10 years?
Is that part of the reason Christian religions are declining in the
numbers of faithful attendees, practitioners, especially among the young?
The solution of Church synods which give in to leftism will provide
leftism with new adherents who will have no need for the Catholic faith. They
will find no the joy in passing on Jesus of all time. Leftism uses His teachings
to attack the traditional doctrine and truth, and to replace these with its own.
It makes its proponents feel good about themselves. It gives them the
moral high ground as they denounce real self sacrifice for self indulgence.
The worship of the Divine is replaced with self satisfaction in abandoning
doctrine, moral life, and hope for eternal life. It is replaced with efforts for
justice, equality, rights, and fairness as leftism defines them, attacking those
who do not agree with its teachings.
Indeed it has infected the church at all levels. It has been called
modernism before. It is a new religion where Jesus becomes a memory to be
invoked for justification of social action, not in the way he spoke and acted,
but a perversion of His teachings. Leftism promises success in THIS life, and
ignores eternal life.
It’s adherents usually are those with privilege who promise privilege to
others: clerics in the church, those completely taken care of in religious
orders, the wealthy in business, entertainment, education, workers with
guaranteed high salaries and pensions, students who are given everything
with promises of entitlement for all for ever by government.
The action calls for benefits for all from other people’s money, only the
self sacrifice of higher taxes first from the rich, and when that runs out from
everyone except those who steer the religion of leftism.
All of this has been tried before. God is pushed out, but man cannot be
man without God.
I’ll stay with the Jesus of the Bible, in faith, in the Catholic church in the
longstanding traditions, even though it may seem leaders are practicing now
a mix of Catholicism and leftism, imposing their interpretations on the
faithful.
When leftism fails, and it always does as in Protestant Christianity of
the modern times, socialism, Marxism, communism in Italy and Germany and
Russia of the 20th century and Venezuela and parts of Europe in the 21st
century, devastation is all that remains.
Leftism may be able to bring rewards in its infancy, but as it matures,
its promises of freedom dissolve into slavery, its wealth dissolves into poverty.
Jesus, however, is timeless and success is guaranteed through worship
of Him, self sacrifice, obedience to His commandments, repentance and
conversion of the individual soul bringing the same to the corporate body of
the church until He comes to reward those who have remained faithful to
Him, and who have rejected leftism.

The Religion of Leftism
-
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Over the last decade, America has moved drastically to
the left. Not only are more people on the left than ever
before, the left is further left than it’s ever been. This radical
brand of progressivism has come to be known as “leftism”—
an extreme yet increasingly dominant segment of the
political spectrum.
At the same time, America has grown more secular.
According to Pew, “religious nones” are rapidly growing in
number. These “nones” are most concentrated among
millennials: 36% of millennials are religiously unaffiliated.
Millennials happen to also be America’s most politically
progressive generation.
This probably isn’t a coincidence, especially since the
same trends have occurred in a similar way in other parts of
the world, such as Europe. While correlation doesn’t prove
causation, politics and religion are so closely related that it’s
hard to believe the simultaneous popularization of extreme
leftism and secularism is insignificant.
My theory is this: the country hasn’t actually become
less religious. Many people have simply replaced traditional
religion with leftism. Rather than associating with
Christianity, for example, which demands repentance and
promises persecution, they have opted for a religion that

conveniently offers a sense of righteousness but denies the
need to take responsibility for their own actions.
Leftism provides many of the same comforts that
religion does without the expectation of personal sacrifice.
Its adherents can feel that they’re caring for the “least of
these” because they vote for policies that empower the
government to offer more welfare to the poor. It is a lazy
form of compassion, and it is appealing to those who want to
pat themselves on the back without having to voluntarily
spend of their own time, energy or money.
On a personal level, unlike Christianity, leftism doesn’t
worry its adherents with sin and life-change. The only sin is
to say there’s sin. The only wrong is to say there’s wrong. The
highest virtue is one’s own happiness, and the only truth is
that which one finds in themselves. This, of course, is
antithetical to what the Bible teaches, which is part of why it
is very difficult—if not altogether impossible—to be a Biblebelieving Christian and a radical leftist.
But there’s another reason. While leftism may not
require personal responsibility, generosity or morality, it
does demand everything of its devotees. It aims to conform
the mind, the heart and the soul fully to its agenda. There is
no room in leftism for disagreement on abortion, gender,
sexuality, immigration, race or economics. All reasoning
must be guided by intersectionality. All thoughts must be
centered on some vague notion of social justice. There is no
tolerance for defection.
That’s a problem for religious people, who are bound to
a higher calling than that of any political ideology, and whose
values are often incongruent with the controlling ethics of
leftism. Many religious people are against abortion. Many
religious people are for traditional marriage. Many religious

people fear that too much government will mean less
religious liberty. So, these religious people have a choice to
make: allow their spiritual principles to submit to leftism, or
allow their politics to be guided by their spiritual principles,
which, undoubtedly, disqualifies them from being a “good”
leftist.
Christianity, in particular, is incongruent with this
brand of leftism. Jesus asks his disciples to deny themselves,
take up their crosses and follow Him (Luke 9:23). So does
leftism. Jesus asks for Christians’ whole hearts. So does
leftism. No person can serve two masters (Matthew 6:24).
Those who identify as Christians and as leftists have either
not yet discovered the complete sacrifice that will eventually
be asked of them by leftism, or they’ve already abandoned
their religious views in favor of their political ideology.
Leftism is not just against traditional religion; it has
replaced it. It is its own religion. And, like all religions, it
excludes adherence to any competing value system. It is its
religious nature that has made its believers so fiercely
defensive. It is why they cannot stand disagreement. Those
who disagree are not just wrong, they’re blasphemers,
heretics and apostates who must be dealt with accordingly.
Religious people can have legitimate differences on
policy without forsaking their values. They can honestly
disagree on taxation, immigration, guns, welfare and
healthcare and still unite under the banner of their faith.
Since God transcends political parties, and is therefore
neither a “conservative” nor a “progressive,” there is room
for debate between religious people of various political views.
But it is very difficult for religious people to ascribe to any
ideology that both opposes their beliefs and demands allconsuming worship the way leftism does.

That is why so many, it seems, have abandoned the
perceived strictness of religious institutions and opted
instead for the religion of leftism, which simply requires that
you leave all moral, social and economic decisions up to the
progressive powers-that-be. What they may soon realize,
however, is that the government is not—and never has been
—a merciful god.

