
Welcome to  
The Catholic Church of the  
Immaculate Conception —   
the oldest parish  
in Alta, California. 

 
In 1602 with the arrival of Sebastián  
Vizcaíno, the first Mass was celebrated  
at Ballast Point on the feast of San 
Diego de Alcalá, November 12.  

On July 16, 1769,  Father Junípero Serra 
planted the cross on the hill above Old 
Town, making San Diego the mother 
of all the missions in California. The 
Old Adobe Church on Conde Street 
became the first Catholic  Church of 
the Immaculate Conception in 1848.

In 1868 the cornerstone for this present  
church was laid, and in 1917 the church 
was opened for solemn worship.

Enter into this church building, into the 
house of God, into the presence of God.  

To prepare to meet God, a person is 
first cleansed from sin, such as were the 
priests in the Mosaic Covenant before  
entering the old temple in Jerusalem  
by washing at the laver. 

Beyond the entry doors into the  
vestibule on the right is the baptismal  
font in which a person is washed clean  
from all sin, receives the spirit of Jesus  
and becomes a temple of the Holy  
Spirit — a Christian.  

On the left side is the confessional  
where an already baptized Christian  
meets God with sorrow for sins and  
receives forgiveness. 

After this purification, one enters  
through the interior doors into the  
nave of the church.  

The fonts of holy water and the sign  
of the cross remind us of our new 
life in Jesus and our baptism.  
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In the sanctuary are four areas of worship: 

• In the first area is the altar of sacrifice 
 where bread and wine become the  
 body and blood of  Jesus, uniting the  
 Last Supper with His death on Calvary  
 and the crucifix, the cross with the  
 body of Jesus who died to destroy death.   

Above the cross is the banner: 
  “Resurrexit sicut dixit” 
  “He is risen as He said”

Below the cross is the tabernacle which 
houses the sacramental presence of  
God consecrated from the altar for our  
adoration and for distribution to the sick  
in homes and hospitals.  

• The second area is the ambo, the  
 pedestal which holds the word of God  
 from the Bible which is proclaimed  
 during worship.  

• The third area is the chair where the  
 priest, who in the person of Christ,  
 leads the worship.

From the moment of the first Mass at 
The Catholic Church of the Immaculate  
Conception, the Holy Spirit is present.  
The red lamp is lighted to say that Jesus  
is sacramentally present in the tabernacle.  
God the Father is here. 

The sanctuary is an entry into heaven  
where all the angels and saints surround  
our God worshiping Him without ceasing. 

• The fourth area is the nave where the  
 pews are filled with us, the saints on  
 earth, living stones which complete 
 God’s house when we are gathered to  
 worship Him in union with those  
 angels and saints whose heavenly  
 glory we hope to share. 

Throughout the church are icons,  
windows into heaven where we look  
toward God and the heavenly beings,  
and they look upon us.  

Going toward the south side of  the 
building are the first of the icons —
the stained glass windows.

• The first stained glass window shows  
 the Sacred Heart of Jesus pouring out  
 mercy on us.  

In the other windows, the saints are all  
praying to God for us.

• The second window is of the  
 Immaculate Heart of Mary.

• The third window is of Saint Francis  
 of Assisi.

• The fourth window is of Saint Anthony  
 of Padua.

On the north side of the building near  
the altar are the following windows:

• The first window is of Mary, the  
 Immaculate Conception praying to  
 God for us.

• The second window is of Saint Joseph.

• The third window is of Saint Mary 
 Magdalene.

• The fourth window is of Saint Francis  
 Xavier, missionary priest.

The two paintings in the back are of  
Blessed Junípero Serra and of Our Lady  
of Guadalupe.

The statues on either side of the altar  
are the Madonna and the Sacred Heart  
of Jesus. 

Below the Madonna are the Holy Oils of 
the Sacred Chrism, the Oil of the Sick  
and of the Catechumens which symbolize  
the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

The statues on the south side from the  
altar are: Mary, Saint Joseph and Jesus  
under the title  of “The Holy Infant  
of Atoche”.

On the north side from the altar are:   
Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, Saint Anthony  
of Padua with the child Jesus and Saint 
Francis of Assisi with the cross.

Between the windows and statues are 
the fourteen Stations of the Cross to see 
into the passion of Jesus, to draw us into 
sacrifice of His life for our salvation.

Since Old Town has little housing,  
our parish consists of Catholics from  
throughout San Diego who have chosen 
to make this first parish their own  
parish. With such small numbers, The 
Catholic Church of the Immaculate  
Conception relies on the generosity of 
our visitors to sustain this holy shrine.

If you wish, you may make a donation  
in any of the candle boxes. You may also  
light a candle that serves as a symbol 
that your prayer continues before God 
even when you leave this church. 

______________________________________________

Thank you for visiting us and offer a prayer  

to God for the praise of His Holy Name and 

for the conversion of the whole world.  

Please visit us again. 


